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EDITOR'S
LETTER

Who else is ready for summer? Especially this

year after getting through yet another wave of

the Covid-19 pandemic . I think we can all say ,

we are ready to embrace the province we live

in by going to the beach or hiking with our

favorite pals and definitely thankful to be

getting to venture out to our neighboring

provinces this summer as well . 

We are constantly thinking of ways to engage

the association members more in the

newsletter and this issue , we are excited to

share the first photo contest winner and

contributors in our issue . Marco Zentilli ,

Emeritus Professor from Dalhouse University

took a wonderful photo of the Meguma

metaturbidites (Bluestone Formation , Halifax

Group) and in the background is Halifax 's Port .

(Photo showcased on front cover)

We are planning in the upcoming newsletters

to have more specific allocations for

contributions , for example : Geo Travels ,

University Corner , An interview with a member

and a dedicated space for advertising in a

business card style format .  

We are pleased to provide this issue of the

GeoGazette . Please feel free to reach out to us

with suggestions , articles and great photos to

share in the next issue at

fgallacher@dillon.ca .

So , go grab a cup of coffee and have a lovely

read . 

Respectfully , Fiona Gallacher . P .Geo .
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Photo from: Kevin MacRae
"Sniffing out contacts in West Arichat, Nova Scotia

(with model Sawyer) 

Photo from: Fiona Gallacher
"Summer Beach exploring"



When  I  moved  home  to  Nova  Sco t i a  i n  2018

a f te r  nea r l y  20  yea r s  work ing  i n  wes te rn

Canada  and  i n te rna t i ona l l y ,  I  d idn ’ t  f i gu re  I ’d

be  wr i t i ng  an  “ i ncoming  Pres iden t ’ s  Message ”

f o r  the  202 1  APGNS  t e rm .  I  i n i t i a l l y  ag reed  to

jo in  Counc i l  to  l ea rn  more  about  the  l oca l

marke t  and  r egu la t i ons ,  to  network  wi th

fe l l ow  Geosc i en t i s t s ,  and  to  g i ve  back  to  the

p ro fe s s i on  tha t  has  prov ided  me  wi th

numerous  oppor tun i t i e s  th roughout  my  ca ree r .

And  whi l e  my  i n vo l vement  wi th  APGNS  has

sa t i s f i ed  those  i n i t i a l  goa l s ,  i t ’ s  a l so  opened

my  eyes  to  the  cha l l enges  and  oppor tun i t i e s

tha t  a  se l f - r egu la ted  pro fe s s i ona l  as soc i a t i on

mus t  nav iga te  to  s t ay  r e l e van t  and  mean ing fu l

f o r  i t s  Member s  and  the  pro fe s s i on .

F R O M  T H E

P R E S I D E N T ' S

D E S K D a n  P a r k e r . ,  P . G e o .

We ’ ve  a l l  hea rd  the  l i ne  “ the  one  cons tan t  i n

l i f e  i s  change ” ,  and  we ’ ve  ce r ta in l y  seen  tha t

p lay  out  ove r  the  pas t  yea r .  Whethe r  i t ’ s  i n

re l a t i on  to  c l imate ,  po l i t i c s ,  d ig i t i za t i on ,

ene rgy  t r ans i t i ons ,  o r  the  COVID - 1 9  pandemic ,

we ’ ve  a l l  been  impac ted  by  the  va r i ous

changes  tha t  have  been  t ak ing  p lace ,  both

pe r sona l l y  and  pro fe s s i ona l l y .  Desp i te  the

cha l l enges  these  changes  br ing ,  they  a l so

fo rce  us  to  ad jus t  and  adapt .  I t ’ s  th rough  tha t

l ens  tha t  I  see  oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  our

As soc i a t i on  and  the  r o l e  we  p lay  i n  our

P rov ince .  Ensu r ing  our  Member s  a re  equ ipped

wi th  the  too l s  and  r e sou rces  to  nav iga te  the

eve r -chang ing  l andscape  ahead  o f  us  wi l l  be

c ruc i a l  i n  the  coming  yea r s ,  and  we ’ ve  been

mak ing  prog re s s  to  ensu re  tha t  happens .

With  a  new  Act  and  Regu la t i ons  on  the

ho r i zon ,  i nc rea sed  i n vo l vement  th rough

counc i l  and  commi t tees ,  i nc rea sed

pa r t i c ipa t i on  i n  pub l i c  engagement s ,

r e vamp ing  o f  our

commun ica t i ons /webs i t e / soc i a l  media ,  and

othe r  i n i t i a t i ve s  a l r eady  i n  p lay ,  we  a re

hope fu l  tha t  these  changes  equa te  to  f u tu re

succes s  f o r  APGNS ,  our  Member s ,  and  the

gene ra l  pub l i c .  St rengthen ing  our  r egu la t i on

and  prov id ing  va lue  to  our  Member s  wi l l

con t inue  to  be  the  pr imary  goa l  o f  APGNS  ove r

the  nex t  yea r .

My  t ime  spent  wi th  the  Assoc i a t i on  has  been  a

g rea t  expe r i ence  thus  f a r .  See ing  the

ded ica t i on  tha t  f o l k s  l i ke  Dav id ,  Je f f ,  K im ,

Gav in ,  Bev ,  Be l inda ,  and  othe r s  have  f o r  the i r

p ro fe s s i on  and  the  Assoc i a t i on  has  been

insp i r i ng  and  mot i va ted  me  to  ag ree  to  t ake  a

te rm  as  Pres iden t  f o r  APGNS .  Thank  you  to  the

nomina t ing  commi t tee  f o r  cons ide r ing  me  f o r

the  pos i t i on ,  and  to  outgo ing  counc i l o r s  f o r

the i r  se r v i ce  (Mat thew  Har r ing ton ,  P .Geo .  -

Counc i l o r )  and  to  the  i ncoming  counc i l o r s  f o r

the i r  commi tment  (Rober t  Cuthbe r t ,  P .Geo .  –

V ice  Pres iden t ,  James  Reeves ,  P .Geo .  –

Counc i l o r ,  R ick  Gagne ,  P .Geo . ,  FGC  –  Counc i l o r ,

Mike  Power ,  P .Geo .  –  Counc i l o r ) .  APGNS  r e l i e s

on  the  t ime  and  e f fo r t s  o f  our  Member s  and

our  counc i l  and  commi t tees  a re  on l y  as

succes s fu l  as  the  e f fo r t  we  put  i n .

I  l ook  f o rwa rd  to  cont inu ing  to  work  wi th  the

a fo rement ioned ,  as  wel l  as  r e tu rn ing

counc i l o r s  and  commi t tee  member s ,  ove r  the

nex t  yea r  to  f u r the r  our  e f fo r t s  to  date  and

cont inue  to  se t  up  APGNS  f o r  f u tu re  succes s .  I

wou ld  encou rage  a l l  Member s  to  r each  out  to

myse l f ,  Dav id ,  o r  the  i ncoming  counc i l  wi th

any  ques t i ons ,  conce rns ,  o r  sugges t i ons  you

may  have  f o r  the  upcoming  yea r .  Here ’ s  to  a

g rea t  yea r  ahead  (and  f o r  a  sho t  i n  the  a rm  so

we  can  meet  i n  per son  soone r  than  l a t e r ! ) .

Respec t fu l l y ,  

Dan  Pa rke r ,  P .Geo .

APGNS  Pres iden t

P A G E  3  |  G E O G A Z E T T E



F R O M  T H E

R E G I S T R A R ' S

D E S K

Geosc i en t i s t s  Nova  Sco t i a  (APGNS )  has  been

gran ted  the  pr i v i l ege  o f  r egu la t ing  the

geosc i ence  pro fe s s i on  th rough  the  r egu la t i on

o f  geosc i ence  prac t i ce  and  the  r eg i s t r a t i on  o f

geosc i ence  prac t i t i one r s .  Th i s  mandate  to

p ro tec t  the  pub l i c  has  been  gran ted  by  the

Gove rnment  o f  Nova  Sco t i a  to  do  so  th rough

the  G e o s c i e n c e  P r o f e s s i o n  A c t .

A P G N S  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  A u t h o r i z a t i o n  …

The  Geosc i ence  Pro fe s s i on  Act  r equ i r e s  tha t

bo th  i nd i v idua l  prac t i t i one r s  and  co rpo ra te

bod ie s  who  o f f e r ,  prov ide  o r  engage  i n

geosc i ence  o r  employ  a  geosc i en t i s t ( s ) ,  i n

Nova  Sco t i a  must  be  r eg i s t e red .  The  Act

requ i r e s  tha t  eve r y  pa r tne r sh ip ,  as soc i a t i on  o f

pe r sons  o r  co rpo ra t i on  tha t  engages  i n  the

p rac t i ce  o f  geosc i ence ,  as  i t s  pr inc ipa l  o r

cus tomary  f unc t i on ,  sha l l  obta in  a  Cer t i f i ca te

o f  Autho r i za t i on  (Co fA ) .  The  Cer t i f i ca te  i s

e s sen t i a l l y  a  company ’ s  l i cense  to  o f f e r

geosc i ence  se r v i ce s  i n  Nova  Sco t i a .

W h o  n e e d s  a  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  A u t h o r i z a t i o n ?
The  r equ i r ement  f o r  a  Co fA  app l i e s  equa l l y  to

a  l a rge ,  pub l i c l y  t r aded  co rpo ra t i on  and  to  a

co rpo ra t i on  i n  which  one  member  i s  the  so l e

sha reho lde r ,  d i rec to r ,  o f f i ce r  and  employee

( i .e . ,  the  so l e  prac t i t i one r ) .

Th i s  r equ i r ement  a l so  app l i e s  equa l l y  to  the

t r ad i t i ona l  geosc i ence  and /o r  eng inee r ing

consu l t i ng  f i rm  and  to  those  f i rms  tha t  a re

no t  thought  o f  as  geosc i ence  f i rms ,  but  they

cus tomar i l y  engage  i n  the  prac t i ce  o f

p ro fe s s i ona l  geosc i ence .

A  bus ines s  o r  an  i nd i v idua l  tha t  engages  i n

the  prac t i ce  o f  pro fe s s i ona l  geosc i ence  as  an

un inco rpo ra ted  so l e  prop r i e to r sh ip  i s  not

requ i r ed  to  obta in  a  Co fA .

H o w  t o  o b t a i n  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f
A u t h o r i z a t i o n ?
On  submis s i on  o f  the  comple ted  app l i ca t i on  f o rm ,

a long  wi th  proo f  o f  su f f i c i en t  l i ab i l i t y  i n su rance ,

and  the  app l i cab le  f ee s ,  the  Reg i s t r a r  i s

au tho r i zed  to  i s sue  a  Co fA  and  i t  wi l l  be  va l id  f o r

the  r ema inde r  o f  the  ca lenda r  yea r .  The  Co fA  wi l l

be  due  f o r  r enewa l  on  o r  be fo re  December  3 1 s t  o f

the  ca lenda r  yea r ,  a long  wi th  the  payment  o f

app l i cab le  r enewa l  f ee s .  The  ho lde r  o f  a  Co fA  i s

l im i ted  to  prov id ing  se r v i ce s  unde r  the

supe r v i s i on  o f  a  r eg i s t e red  P .Geo . ( s )  o r  LTP ( s )  who

ho ld  a  r eg i s t r a t i on - i n -good  s t and ing  and  i n

acco rdance  wi th  any  l im i ta t i ons  on  tha t  l i censu re .

C a n  a  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  A u t h o r i z a t i o n  b e  r e v o k e d ?
I f  a  pa r tne r sh ip ,  as soc i a t i on  o f  per sons ,  o r

co rpo ra t i on  ceases  to  have  an  o f f i c i a l

r ep re sen ta t i ve ,  a  P .Geo .  who  supe r v i se s  and  t akes

re spons ib i l i t y  f o r  the  geosc i ence  work ,  i t s  Co fA

wi l l  be  r e voked  and  the  company  must  cease  i t s

p rac t i ce  o f  pro fe s s i ona l  geosc i ence .  The  Co fA

ho lde r  i s  cons ide red  a  “ r eg i s t r an t ”  and  i s  sub jec t

to  the  same  Code  o f  Eth i c s  as  an  i nd i v idua l

member  and  i s  sub jec t  to  the  same  sanc t i on  f o r

unpro fe s s i ona l  o r  uneth i ca l  prac t i ce .

W h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  b e  d i s c l o s e d  t o  t h e
P u b l i c  r e g a r d i n g  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  A u t h o r i z a t i o n
h o l d e r s ?
Geosc i en t i s t s  Nova  Sco t i a  wi l l  pos t  the  cu r ren t

l i s t  o f  Co fA  ho lde r s  on  the  Assoc i a t i on  webs i t e

( w w w . g e o s c i e n t i s t s n s . c a )  and ,  on  r eques t ,  the

As soc i a t i on  may  d i sc lo se  the  f o l l ow ing

in fo rmat ion :

1 .Name  o f  the  Co fA  ho lde r ;

2 .Loca t i on ;  and

3 .L i s t  o f  o f f i c i a l  r ep re sen ta t i ve s  ( i .e . ,  P .Geo .  t ak ing

re spons ib i l i t y  f o r  the  geosc i ence  work ) .

Respec t fu l l y ,  

Dav id  C .  Car te r ,  P .Geo . ,  FGC .

Execut i ve  Di rec to r  and  Reg i s t r a r
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Photo from: Ralph Stea
St. Mary's River, evening of  a thunderstorm in 1977

(near the site of old Hirschfield Pb mine) 

D a v i d  C .  C a r t e r ,  P . G e o . , F G C .

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  a n d  R e g i s t r a r

http://www.geoscientistsns.ca/


Th i s  yea r  marked  the  twenty - f i r s t  yea r  f o r  the

Inga the r ing  o f  the  R i tua l  o f  the  Ca l l i ng  f o r

geosc i en t i s t s  i n  Nova  Sco t i a .  Norma l l y  the

r i tua l  i s  a  f o rma l  ce remony  which

geosc i en t i s t s  a t tend  vo lun ta r i l y .Pa r t i c ipa t i on

i s  l im i ted  to  those  s tudent s  who  a re  about  to

g radua te  wi th  a  geosc i ence  degree  and

prac t i c ing  geosc i en t i s t s  who  wou ld  l i ke  to

ge t  a  r i ng .

The  R i tua l  i s  s t ruc tu red  to  g i ve  geosc i en t i s t s

a  s t rong  sense  o f  the i r  r e spons ib i l i t y  to  the

pub l i c ,  the i r  pee r s ,  the i r  pro fe s s i on ,  and

themse l ve s .   Due  to  COVID - 1 9 ,  th i s  yea r  we

had  a  v i r tua l  ce remony ,  ac tua l l y  two  because

o f  schedu l ing  con f l i c t s .  I n  the  v i r tua l

ce remony  a l l  cand ida te s  made  the  same

p ledges  as  i n  the  norma l  ce remony ,  but  they

d id  not  get  the i r  r i ngs  put  on  the i r  f i nge r s  –

the  r i ngs  were  sen t  out  to  pa r t i c ipan t s  a f te r

the  ce remony  by  r eg i s t e red  mai l .  Thanks  to

Dav id  Car te r ,  P .Geo .  and  Je f f  Pa rk s ,  P .Geo .  f o r

hos t ing  the  ce remon ie s .

2 0 2 1  E A R T H

R I N G

C E R E M O N Y

P a t r i c k  J . C .  R y a l l ,  P h D ,

P . G e o . , F G C .
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More  than  650  geosc i en t i s t s  i n  Nova  Sco t i a

have  made  the  commi tment s  and  have

rece i ved  an  Ea r th  R ing .The re  were  on l y  1 1

peop le  get t ing  r i ngs  th i s  yea r  because ,  due  to

the  Un i ve r s i t i e s  be ing  c lo sed  due  to  COVID -

1 9 ,  and  i t  was  d i f f i cu l t  to  contac t  the

s tudent s .

The  pa r t i c ipan t s  th i s  yea r  were :  Je s s i ca

A lbe r t ;  Abdu l l ah  As fou r ;  I an  Campbe l l ,  P .Geo . ;

C ia ran  Crouse ;  Ju l i e  Gr i f f i th s ,  P .Geo . ;  A j ibo la

Ka reem ;  A lbe r ta  Hammond ;  Ba i l e y  Mi lo s ;

Ben jamin  Myre r ;  Anna  Ryan ;  and  Nata l i e

Sh ie ld s .

The  Ea r th  R ing  ce remony  i s  about  a  ca l l i ng  to

se r v i ce .  I t  s i gn i f i e s  tha t  the  pa r t i c ipan t  has

jo ined  a  pro fe s s i on  ded ica ted  to  seek ing  the

t ru th  i n  Ea r th  Sc ience  and  app l y ing  th i s  to

the  se r v i ce  o f  peop le .  I t  i s  an  honourab le

p ro fe s s i on  wi th  a  l ong  t r ad i t i on  o f  se r v i ce .

Respec t fu l l y ,  

Pat r i ck  J .C .  Rya l l ,  PhD ,   P .Geo . ,  FGC .

Da lhous i e  Un i ve r s i t y



G E O S C I E N T I S T S  N O V A  S C O T I A  2 0 2 1

G E O  S A L A R Y A N D  B E N E F I T S  S U R V E Y

D a v i d  C .  C a r t e r ,  P . G e o . ,  F G C .  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  a n d  R e g i s t r a r

Geosc i en t i s t s  Nova  Sco t i a  i s  pa r t i c ipa t ing  wi th

the  othe r  At l an t i c  Canada ,  Eng inee r ing  and

Geosc i ence  r egu la to r s  (APEGNB ,  EPE I ,  PEGNL ,

and  ENS )  to  j o in t l y  comple te  an  Eng inee r ing

and  Geosc i ence  sa l a r y  su r vey .  Many  member s ,

employe r s ,  and  those  cons ide r ing  a  ca ree r  i n

geosc i ence  have  exp re s sed  an  i n te re s t  i n

ob ta in ing  cu r ren t  s t a t i s t i c s  on  geosc i ence  i n

the  At l an t i c  r eg ion .

I t  has  been  s i x  yea r s  s ince  APGNS  member s

pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  the  l a s t  su r vey ,  (2013  and  2015 ) .   

Those  su r vey s  were  done  j o in t l y  wi th  PGO

(Onta r i o )  and  OGQ  (Quebec ) .   A l though  the

reg i s t r a t i on  number s  i n  Nova  Sco t i a  were

s ign i f i can t l y  f ewe r  tha t  the  othe r s ,  the  l e ve l  o f

pa r t i c ipa t i on  by  our  member s  r e su l t ed  i n  ve r y

re l i ab le  data  spec i f i c  to  Nova  Sco t i a .   We  hope

tha t  a  s im i l a r  r e sponse  f r om  our  member s  i n

202 1  wi l l  a l so  gene ra te  r e l i ab le  data ,  based  on

s im i l a r  r eg i s t r a t i on  number s ,  and  i t  wi l l  be  ve r y

in te re s t ing  to  compare  the  r e su l t s  to  the

p rev ious  su r vey s .  We  hope  tha t  the  r e su l t s  o f

th i s  At l an t i c  Canada  su r vey  wi l l  be  a  use fu l

p l ann ing  too l ,  espec i a l l y  cons ide r ing  the

cu r ren t  s t a tu s  o f  Geosc i ence  i n  Nova  Sco t i a .
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Member s  wi l l  have  been  contac ted  by

C l e a r P i c t u r e  C o r p .  and  tha t  contac t  wi l l  d i rec t

them  to  the  on l ine ,  web -based  su r vey .

N o t e  t h a t  t h e  s u r v e y  w i l l  e n d  o n  J u l y  2 1 s t  a t
4 : 0 0 p m .

P lease  a l so  note  tha t  you r  Pr i vacy  i s  impor tan t

to  us .  A l l  data  co l l ec ted  f r om  i nd i v idua l

member s  wi l l  be  kept  con f iden t i a l  by

C lea rP i c tu re  Corp . ,  and  C lea rP i c tu re  Corp .  wi l l

des t roy  i nd i v idua l  r e sponse  data  once

agg rega te  r epo r t ing  i s  comple te .  Only  the

agg rega ted  data  and  su r vey  s t a t i s t i c s  wi l l  be

made  ava i l ab le  to  Geosc i en t i s t s  Nova  Sco t i a .

Respec t fu l l y ,  

Dav id  C .  Car te r ,  P .Geo . ,  FGC .

Execut i ve  Di rec to r  and  Reg i s t r a r
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Th i s  yea r  marks  25  yea r s  o f  Geosc i en t i s t s

Canada  f ac i l i t a t ing  the  e f f ec t i ve  r egu la t i on  o f

the  geosc i ence  pro fe s s i on  i n  the  pub l i c

in te re s t .

Or ig ina l l y  cons t i tu ted  as  the  Canad ian  Counc i l

o f  Pro fe s s i ona l  Geosc i en t i s t s  (CCPG )  i n  1 996 ,

the  o rgan i za t i on  r eb randed  to  become

Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada  (GC )  i n  201 1 .  The re  i s  a

sho r t  v ideo  document ing  the  h i s to r y  a t

w w w . g e o s c i e n t i s t s c a n a d a . c a .

Geosc i en t i s t s  Nova  sco t i a  (APGNS )  was

accepted  as  a  Cons t i tuen t  Assoc i a t i on  i n  2002

mark ing  the  proc l amat ion  o f  the  Geosc i ence

P ro fe s s i on  Act .  To  date ,  the re  has  been  one  GC

pres iden t  f r om  APGNS :  J e f f  P a r k s ,  P . G e o . ,  F G C
( 2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0 ) .

Member s  o f  the  Boa rd  o f  Di rec to r s  f r om  APGNS

have  i nc luded  Je f f ;  Dav id  C .  Car te r ,  P .Geo . ,  FGC ;

Howard  Donohoe ,  P .Geo . ,  FGC ,  FEC  (hon ) ;

Andrew  Cameron ,  P .Geo . ,  FGC ;  and  the  cu r ren t

D i rec to r ,  Beve r l y  Smi th ,  P .Geo . ,  FGC .  A l l  have

se r ved  Geosc i en t i s t s  Nova  Sco t i a  and

Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada  wi th  d i s t inc t i on .

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  a l l .

http://www.geoscientistscanada.ca/
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T h e  F e l l o w s h i p  o f  G e o s c i e n t i s t s  C a n a d a  ( F G C )
A w a r d s

Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada  i n s t i tu ted  i t s  nat iona l

f e l l owsh ip  prog ram  -  The  Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada

Fe l l owsh ip  -  i n  2013  to  r ecogn i ze  i nd i v idua l

p ro fe s s i ona l  geosc i en t i s t s  and  othe r s  who  have

g i ven  notewor thy  se r v i ce  to  our  pro fe s s i on .

S ince  June  2013 ,  ove r  700  dese r v ing  cand ida te s

have  been  e lec ted  to  the  Fe l l owsh ip  o f

Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada  (FGC  o r  FGC  (Hon ) )  and

have  been  bes towed  wi th  the i r  un ique  l ape l  p in

and  ce r t i f i ca te  a t  ce remon ie s  ac ro s s  the  count r y .

I n  honour  o f  the  commi tment  to  ach ieve

p ro fe s s i ona l  exce l l ence  th rough  except iona l

con t r ibu t i ons  to  the  geosc i ence  pro fe s s i on  i n

Nova  Sco t i a  and  Canada ,  the  2020  FGC  award

rec ip i en t s  were  announced  a t  the  June  24 ,  2020 ,

Annua l  Gene ra l  Meet ing  and  i t  was  ant i c ipa ted

tha t  they  wou ld  be  presen ted  f o rma l l y  a t  a  l a t e r

da te .  Unfo r tuna te l y ,  c i r cumstances  preven ted

the  f o rma l  presen ta t i on  o f  the  awards .  The  202 1

FGC  award  r ec ip i en t s  were  announced  a t  the

Apr i l  30 ,  202 1 ,  Annua l  Gene ra l  Meet ing .The  2020

and  202 1  FGC  awards  have  been  f o rwa rded  to

the  r ec ip i en t s .

2 0 2 0  F G C  R e c i p i e n t s
B r i d g e t  A d a m s ,  P . G e o . ,  F G C
Br idge t  has  been  a  r eg i s t e red  pro fe s s i ona l

geosc i en t i s t  s ince  1 995 .  I n i t i a l l y  wi th  APEGA  and

then  by  APGNS  s ince  2005 .  She  has  se r ved  on

APGNS  Counc i l  as  a  Counc i l l o r  and  T reasu re r

and  cu r ren t l y  as  a  member  o f  the  F inanc ia l

Aud i t  Commi t tee .

R i c h a r d  G a g n é ,  P . G e o . ,  F G C
R ick  was  a  f ound ing  member  o f  APGNS  f i r s t  as  a

reg i s te red  Soc ie t y  i n  1 999  and  then  unde r

l eg i s l a t i on  i n  2002 .  He  has  se r ved  on  Counc i l  as

a  Counc i l l o r ,  and  Sec re ta r y .  He  cu r ren t l y  i s  a

member  o f  the  F inanc ia l  Aud i t  Commi t tee  and

the  Compla in t s  Commi t tee  as  wel l  as  the  Cha i r

o f  the  Ene rgy  and  Min ing  Commi t tee .

G a v i n  I s e n o r ,  P . G e o . ,  F G C
Gav in  has  se r ved  APGNS  as  a  Counc i l l o r  and

Pres iden t  (2019 -2020 )  o f  APGNS .

2 0 2 1  F G C  R e c i p i e n t s
C o l i n  W a l k e r ,  P . G e o . ,  F G C
Co l in  i s  a  f o rmer  Counc i l l o r  and  member  o f  the

APGNS  Commun ica t i ons  and  Pro fe s s i ona l

Deve lopment  Commi t tees ;  Co l in  has  qu ie t l y  and

e f f i c i en t l y  prov ided  s i gna l  se r v i ce  to  the

As soc i a t i on  as  manage r  /  coo rd ina to r  o f  the

APGNS  webs i t e .

R o b e r t  ( B o b )  S t e w a r t ,  P . G e o . ,  F G C
Bob  has  been  a  r eg i s t e red  pro fe s s i ona l

geosc i en t i s t  s ince  2001  (APGO  and  APGNS ) ;  a

member  o f  the  APGNS  Ene rgy  and  Min ing

Commi t tee  and  the  APGNS  geosc i ence

rep re sen ta t i ve  on  the  Nat iona l  Pro fe s s i ona l

P rac t i ce  Examina t i on  Commi t tee ;  he  i s  a  l ong -

t ime  suppor te r  o f  APGNS  admin i s t r a t i ve

ac t i v i t i e s .

T a r a  C a r r ,  F G C  ( H o n . )
Ta ra ,  Execut i ve  Ass i s t an t  to  the  Execut i ve

D i rec to r  and  Reg i s t r a r  (Admin i s t r a t i on  Ass i s t an t

and  Reg i s t r a t i on  Ass i s t an t )  has  been  an  i n teg ra l

pa r t  o f  the  APGNS  admin i s t r a t i on  t eam ;  a  po in t

o f  contac t  f o r  app l i can t s ,  r eg i s t r an t s ,  supp l i e r s ,

cont rac to r s  and  consu l t an t s ;  f i nanc i a l  se r v i ce s

manage r  and  va lued  adv i so r  to  s t a f f ,  the

Execu t i ve ,  Counc i l ,  Boa rds  and  Commi t tees .

K i m b e r l e a  G r e e n ,  P . G e o . ,  F G C
K im  has  se r ved  APGNS  as  a  Counc i l l o r  and

Pres iden t  (2020 -202 1 )  o f  APGNS .



2 0 2 1  A P G N S  E X E M P L A R Y  S E R V I C E  A W A R D

I n  June  2020 ,  Bev  Smi th ,  P .Geo . ,  FGC  o f f i c i a l l y

l e f t  Counc i l  f o r  the  f i r s t  t ime  i n  many  yea r s .

Counc i l  has  r eques ted  tha t  she  cont inue  he r

invo l vement  as  a  member  and  Cha i r  o f  the  Pas t -

Pres iden t s  Commi t tee .  She  accepted  and  i n  tha t

ro l e  she  wi l l  prov ide  adv i se  and  gu idance  to  the

As soc i a t i on  and  the  Counc i l .

Counc i l  has  a l so  appo in ted  Bev  to  the  pos i t i on

o f  Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada ,  Di rec to r  f o r  Nova

Sco t i a .  Tha t  appo in tment  was  be  made  o f f i c i a l

by  GC  a t  the i r  June  202 1  Annua l  Gene ra l

Mee t ing .

Th i s  award  r ecogn i ze s  he r  exempla r y  r eco rd  o f

pas t ,  cu r ren t  and  on -go ing  cont r ibu t i ons  both  to

the  Geosc i en t i s t s  Nova  Sco t i a  and  to  the

Geosc i ence  Pro fe s s i on .

P A G E  9  |  G E O G A Z E T T E

2 0 2 0  E X C E L L E N C E  I N  G E O S C I E N C E  A W A R D

The  r ec ip i en t  o f  the  2020  Exce l l ence  i n

Geosc i ence  Award ,  Chr i s tophe r  E .  Whi te ,  P .Geo . ,

PhD ,  r ecogn i z ing  h i s  except iona l  cont r ibu t i ons

to  geosc i ence ,  was  announced  a t  the  June  24 ,

2020 ,  Annua l  Gene ra l  Meet ing . I t  was  ant i c ipa ted

tha t  the  award  wou ld  be  f o rma l l y  presen ted  a t  a

la te r  date .  Unfo r tuna te l y ,  c i r cumstances

p reven ted  the  f o rma l  award  presen ta t i on  i n

2020 .  Howeve r ,  the  award  was  con f i rmed  a t  the

Apr i l  30 ,  202 1 ,  Annua l  Gene ra l  Meet ing ,  and  the

award  has  been  de l i ve red  to  Dr .  Whi te .

T h e  l i m i t e d  e d i t i o n  f r a m e d  a n d  m o u n t e d
p h o t o g r a p h ,  t i t l e d  “ R e d  P l a n e t ” ,  p r e s e n t e d  t o
C h r i s  W h i t e ,  P . G e o . ,  P h D  b y  P r e s i d e n t  D a n
P a r k e r ,  P . G e o .

T h e  l i m i t e d  e d i t i o n  f r a m e d  a n d  m o u n t e d
p h o t o g r a p h ,  t i t l e d  “ B e t w e e n  T w o  L i n e s ” ,
p r e s e n t e d  t o  B e v e r l e y  S m i t h ,  P . G e o . ,  F G C  b y
P r e s i d e n t  D a n  P a r k e r ,  P . G e o .



I  was  r ecen t l y  asked  to  d i scus s  th i s

ach ievement  o f  be ing  appo in ted  to

Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada  Boa rd  o f  Di rec to r s .  Af te r

some  thought ,  I  r ea l i zed  eve r y th ing  s t a r t s  wi th

a  goa l .  Eve r yone  shou ld  have  a  goa l .  These  wi l l

change  a t  va r i ous  s t ages  o f  you r  ca ree r  as  goa l s

a re  ach ieved .

When  I  f i r s t  s t a r t i ng  work ing  as  a  geosc i en t i s t ,

my  goa l  was  to  become  a  Member - i n -T ra in ing

(MIT ) .  Th i s  l ed  to  becoming  a  f u l l  member

(P .Geo . )  o f  my  l oca l  pro fe s s i ona l  as soc i a t i on ,

the  Assoc i a t i on  o f  Pro fe s s i ona l  Geosc i en t i s t s  o f

Nova  Sco t i a  (APGNS ) .  

Th roughout  my  ca ree r ,  I  have  been  f u l l y

suppor ted  by  my  co -worke r s  a t  Di l l on

Consu l t i ng  L im i ted .  I  was  encou raged  to

vo lun tee r  and  j o in  the  Counc i l  f o r  APGNS  by  a

fo rmer  Pa r tne r  a t  Di l l on  (The re sa  Rushton ,

P .Geo . ,  FGC ) .   I t  ce r ta in l y  was  a  grea t

ne twork ing  oppor tun i t y !  Sho r t l y  the rea f te r ,  I

became  Pres iden t  (2009 )  and  took  on  a

leade r sh ip  r o l e .   Fo l l ow ing  tha t ,  i n  my  r o l e  as

Pas t -Pres iden t ,  I  cont inued  to  mento r  and

suppor t  othe r  Pres iden t s  and  Counc i l  member s .

A long  the  way ,  mi le s tones  a re  met  –  some  a re

p lanned ,  some  a re  not .  I n  2013 ,  I  was  awarded

the  Fe l l owsh ip  o f  Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada  (FGC )  a t

the  f i r s t  ce remony  he ld  i n  Nova  Sco t i a .  I t  was

an  honour  to  r ece i ve  th i s  d i s t inc t i on  f o r

no tewor thy  se r v i ce  to  the  pro fe s s i on  wi th

o the r s  who  had  se r ved  i n  l eade r sh ip  r o l e s  pr io r

to  th i s  ce remony .  

I T  S T A R T S

W I T H  M A K I N G

A  G O A L

B e v e r l e y  S m i t h ,  P . G e o . ,  F G C .

N o v a  S c o t i a  D i r e c t o r ,  G e o s c i e n t i s t s

C a n a d a .
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I  se r ved  a  second  t e rm  as  Pres iden t  o f  APGNS

in  2018  (which  was  not  p lanned  but  grea t  to

se r ve  i n  the  r o l e  wi th  the  enhanced  knowledge

o f  how  Counc i l  ope ra te s ,  the  r o l e  o f  Pres iden t

and  to  as s i s t  wi th  anothe r  AGM ) .  

Th i s  June ,  I  was  appo in ted  by  my  pee r s  to  the

Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada  Boa rd  o f  Di rec to r s .  I  am

honoured  to  se r ve  as  the  Nova  Sco t i a

rep re sen ta t i ve  and  l ook  f o rwa rd  to  work ing

w i th  the  othe r  Di rec to r s  f r om  ac ro s s  Canada

and  the  CEO  (Andrea  Wald ie ,  P .Geo . ,  FGC ) ,

not ing  tha t  Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada ’ s  miss ion  i s

 “ i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n s ,  t o
i m p r o v e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  r e g u l a t i o n  i n
C a n a d a  t o  a c h i e v e  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  t h e
g e o s c i e n c e  p r o f e s s i o n ” .

Eve r yone ’ s  path  to  the i r  goa l s  wi l l  be  d i f f e ren t .

I t  i s  impor tan t  to  a lways  have  a  goa l  tha t  you

a re  s t r i v i ng  towards ,  acknowledge  when  you

have  ach ieved  you r  goa l  …  en joy  the  moment !  …

then  ca r r y  tha t  sense  o f  ach ievement  wi th  you

( i t  wi l l  come  i n  handy  down  the  r oad ) .  Thanks

aga in  to  Di l l on  f o r  suppor t ing  me  a long  the

way  and  thanks  to  APGNS  f o r  put t ing  my  name

fo rwa rd  to  Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada !

Respec t fu l l y ,  

Beve r l e y  Smi th ,  P .Geo . ,  FGC .

Nova  Sco t i a  Di rec to r ,  Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada .



The  Coas ta l  Pro tec t i on  Act  was  pas sed  i n

20 19  and  wi l l  come  i n to  e f f ec t  wi th  the

approva l  o f  accompany ing  r egu la t i ons .   When

tha t  happens ,  a  new  Coas ta l  Pro tec t i on  Zone

wi l l  ex tend  a round  the  coas t  o f  Nova  Sco t i a

and  new  r equ i r ement s  wi l l  app l y  to

cons t ruc t ing  houses  and  othe r  s t ruc tu re s

w i th in  the  zone .   These  r equ i r ement s  a re

a imed  a t  r e s t r i c t i ng  o r  preven t ing

deve lopment  i n  a reas  where  i t  wi l l  damage

coas ta l  ecosy s tems  o r  where  the  r e su l t i ng

s t ruc tu re s  wi l l  be  a t  r i s k  f r om  sea  l e ve l  r i s e

and  coas ta l  e ros ion  -  prob lems  we  can  expec t

to  acce le ra te  i n  the  coming  decades .

The  coas ta l  pro tec t i on  zone ,  where  the

regu la t i ons  wi l l  app l y ,  wi l l  be  a  band  a round

the  ent i r e  coas t l i ne  on  e i the r  s ide  o f  the

h igh -wate r  mark .   On  the  l andward  s ide  the

regu la t i ons  wi l l  r e l y  on  both  ve r t i ca l  and

hor i zon ta l  bu i ld ing  se tbacks  to  ensu re  new

cons t ruc t i on ,  o r  expans ion  o f  ex i s t i ng

s t ruc tu re s  a re  sa fe r  f r om  coas ta l  f l ood ing  and

e ros ion .

 

N O V A  S C O T I A  E N V I R O N M E N T

A N D  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E ,  

C O A S T A L  P R O T E C T I O N  A C T

J o h n  S o m e r s ,  E x e c u t i v e  L e a d ,  C o a s t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A c t

With  ove r  1 3 ,000  KM  o f  d i ve r se  coas t l i ne  and

e ros ion  th rea t s  tha t  can  va r y  grea t l y  wi th in  sho r t

d i s t ances ,  app l y ing  common  se tbacks  ac ro s s

l a rge  swaths  o f  coas t l i ne  i s  not  ev idence -based  o r

p rac t i ca l .   Consequent l y ,  the  hor i zon ta l  se tbacks

w i l l  be  dete rmined  on  a  s i t e - spec i f i c  bas i s  by  a

“des igna ted  pro fe s s i ona l ”  (a  member  i n  good

s tand ing  o f  a  pro fe s s i ona l  body  des igna ted  unde r

the  ac t )  us ing  a  spec i f i c  ana l y t i ca l  too l  deve loped

fo r  the  Prov ince  by  CBCL  L im i ted .   The  des igna ted

pro fe s s i ona l  wi l l  submi t  the i r  dete rmina t i on  i n  a

repo r t  which  the  l andowner  must  prov ide  to  the

mun ic ipa l i t y  as  pa r t  o f  the  bu i ld ing  permi t

app l i ca t i on  proces s .

Nova  Sco t i a  Env i ronment  and  C l imate  Change

s ta f f  have  been  work ing  on  the  r egu la t i ons  s ince

the  ac t  pas sed  and  a re  l ook ing  f o rwa rd  to  sha r ing

more  deta i l s  wi th  Geosc i en t i s t s  Nova  Sco t i a  i n

the  f u tu re .
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Respec t fu l l y ,  

John  Somer s .

Execut i ve  Lead ,  Coas ta l  Pro tec t i on  Act

Q u e e n s l a n d  B e a c h  p a r k i n g  l o t

G l a c e  B a y  E r o s i o n



Rec la imed  mines  a re  o f ten  h idden  i n  p la in

v i ew !  Fo r  example ,  th i s  beaut i fu l  l ake  i s  the

fo rmer  Chet i camp  gypsum  qua r r y  i n  Cape

Bre ton .  Here ’ s  the  h i s to r y  o f  th i s  amaz ing

s i t e :

Fa the r  P .  F i se t ,  pa r i sh  pr i e s t  i n  Chet i camp ,

and  h i s  nephew  Lou i s ,  a  doc to r ,  f o rmed  the

Grea t  Nor the rn  Min ing  Company  about  1 907 .

To  r a i s e  f unds ,  they  so ld  sha re s  f o r  5  cent s

each  i n  Chet i camp .  Sha re s  were  a l so  so ld  i n

Quebec  where  the  F i se t s  were  wel l -known .

I n  sp r ing  1 908  equ ipment  f o r  a  mi l l  was

de l i ve red  to  Gove rnment  Whar f  and  hau led

by  hor se  and  ca r t  to  Be l l -Marche  where  the

mi l l  was  bu i l t .  The  f i r s t  gypsum  r ock  went

th rough  the  mi l l  on  Augus t  20 ,  1 908 .

To  prepa re  f o r  sh ipp ing  gypsum  to  Quebec ,

Fa the r  F i se t  bought  a  boat  tha t  had  been

sunk  o f f  Cuba  dur ing  the  Span i sh -Amer i can

War  o f  1 898 ,  the  “Sant i ago  de  Cuba , ”  l a t e r

r enamed  “Lamethys t . ”  I n  Octobe r  1 908 ,

gypsum  was  hau led  by  hor se  and  ca r t  f r om

the  mine  to  the  mi l l ,  and  then  f r om  the  mi l l

t o  the  whar f  where  the  boat  was  wa i t ing  to

do  i t s  f i r s t  sh ipment .

I n  1 909 ,  a  t r ac to r  and  t r a i l e r  were  bought  to

t r anspo r t  the  gypsum  f r om  the  mi l l  to  the

whar f .  I t  was  not  l i ke  t r ac to r s  today .  I t  was  as

b ig  as  a  r a i l r oad  eng ine  and  had  huge  whee l s

tha t  were  ha rd  on  the  r oad  and  o f ten  got

bogged  down .  I t  was  ve r y  l oud  and  t e r r i f i ed

ho r se s .  I t  was  not  a  succes s .

I n  1 9 10  the  company  dec ided  to  bor row

$ 100 ,000  f r om  P .M .  O ’Ne i l ,  a  Mont rea l

merchant ,  to  bu i ld  a  new  p ie r  and  a  r a i l r oad

f rom  the  mi l l  to  the  whar f .  Cons t ruc t i on

s ta r ted  i n  1 9 1 1 .

 

C H E T I C A M P  G Y P S U M  Q U A R R Y

S e a n  K i r b y ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  M i n i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  N o v a  S c o t i a

The  company  had  f i nanc i a l  prob lems  i n  1 9 14  and

was  so ld  to  a  Mr .  Brod ie .  The  mine  kept  ope ra t ing

but  Brod ie  was  l a t e  pay ing  wages  and  when

con f ron ted  by  the  mine r s ,  he  wrote  a  cheque  tha t

bounced  a f te r  he  was  gone .  Work  s topped  i n

December  1 9 14  and  the  mine r s  put  a  l i en  on  the

mine .  

P .M .  O ’Ne i l  s tepped  i n  to  pay  the  wages  but  the

mine  shu t  down  unt i l  1 923  when  Bos ton ’ s

In te rna t i ona l  Gypsum  Company  ope ra ted  the  s i t e .

I t  a l so  had  f i nanc i a l  prob lems  and  f a i l ed  to  pay

the  mine r s ,  so  they  aga in  put  a  l i en  on  the  mine .

Aga in ,  Mr .  O ’Ne i l  pa id  the  back  wages .

O ’Ne i l  ope ra ted  the  s i t e  f o r  a  f ew  months  but  i t

shu t  down  aga in  i n  sp r ing  1 924 .

I n  1 926  the  At l an t i c  Gypsum  Min ing  Company

f rom  Bos ton  took  ove r .  At l an t i c  bu i l t  a  b igge r

mi l l ,  a  s tee l  bu i ld ing  to  s to re  the  gypsum  and  a

new  p ie r  i n  1 928 -29 .  The  r a i l r oad  t r ack  was  a l so

changed .  

A  d i rec to r  o f  the  At l an t i c  Gypsum  Min ing

Company  v i s i t ed  Chet i camp  i n  1 930  and  donated

$5000  f o r  the  bu i ld ing  o f  a  hosp i t a l  s ince  peop le

had  d ied  t r a ve l l i ng  to  hosp i t a l  i n  I n ve rnes s  i n

w in te r .  The  company  donated  anothe r  $ 1000  and

a  hosp i t a l  was  es tab l i shed  i n  Dr .  Lou i s  F i se t ’ s  o ld

house .
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I n  1 932  At l an t i c  opened  anothe r  mine  i n

D ingwa l l ,  V ic to r i a  County ,  which  meant  the

Chet i camp  mine  wou ld  be  produc ing  l e s s .

Chet i camp ’ s  manage r ,  Joseph  MacFa r l ane ,

t r a ve l l ed  to  Eng land  i n  1 933  to  f i nd  new

cus tomer s .  

Unfo r tuna te l y ,  the  outb reak  o f  WWI I  i n  1 939

caused  the  Chet i camp  mine  to  shu t  down

permanent l y .  Sh ipp ing  to  Eng land  was  no

longe r  poss ib l e  and  the  Mont rea l  marke t  was

too  sma l l  to  j u s t i f y  cont inued  ope ra t i on  o f

the  s i t e .  Chet i camp ’ s  l a s t  sh ipment  to

Eng land  was  dumped  a t  sea  so  the  boat

cou ld  immed ia te l y  be  used  by  the

gove rnment  i n  the  war  e f fo r t .

Nat iona l  Gypsum  bought  the  At l an t i c  Gypsum

Min ing  Company  i n  1 937 .  I t  ope ra ted  the

D ingwa l l  mine  unt i l  1 955  when  i t  opened  the

wor ld ’ s  l a rges t  su r f ace  gypsum  mine  i n

M i l f o rd ,  Eas t  Hant s .  Nat iona l  Gypsum  s t i l l

emp loy s  about  100  Nova  Sco t i ans  i n  Mi l f o rd

and  a t  i t s  dock  f ac i l i t y  i n  Bed fo rd  Bas in .

Nat iona l  Gypsum  donated  the  Chet i camp  s i t e

to  the  commun i t y  and  today  i t  i s  a  beaut i fu l

sw imming  ho le  and  h ik ing  t r a i l .
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C o n t i n u e d
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Respec t fu l l y ,  

Sean  K i rby ,  Execut i ve  Di rec to r

M in ing  Assoc i a t i on  o f  Nova  Sco t i a



The GeoGazette is always having a photo contest:

We want to feature your photos in our next issue. 

Rules:

1) The photos should be taken by members of the Association. 

2) The photos can be geology related (outdoors or indoors)

3) A brief description to the photo and photographer's name

 

1st prize: Featured on the Front page

2nd and 3rd prize: Featured within newsletter. 

(the rest will be recognized and put in the newsletters throughout the year, so

please don't worry if you don't see your photo in one newsletter, it may fit with a

seasonal perspective)

 
Please submit all photos to fgallacher@dillon.ca

Photo

Runner up Gordon Fader:
Chebucto Head

(Captured by Helicopter, Cannon
Camera photography) 
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Support Local





 
 

GEOSCIENTISTS NOVA SCOTIA
COUNCIL

President- Daniel Parker, P.Geo.
Past President- Kimberlea Green, P.Geo., FGC.

Vice president- Robert Cuthbert, P.Geo.

 
COUNCILORS

James (Jim) Reeves, P.Geo.
Rick Gagne, P.Geo., FGC.

Mike Power, P.Geo.
Scott Conrod., P.Geo.

Jim Mil lard., P.Geo.
 
 

Public Representative
George Goad, P.Eng., FEC.

APPOINTEES
Geoscientists Canada Director- Beverley Smith, P.Geo., FGC.
Executive Director & Registrar- David C. Carter, P.Geo., FGC.

Canadian Geoscience Standards Council  Representative- Cli f f  Stanley,
Ph.D, P.Geo., FGC.

National Professional Practise Exam committee- Robert Stewart, P.Geo.
Newsletter Editor- Fiona Gallacher, P.Geo.

Treasurer- Paul Batson, P.Geo., FGC.
Secretary- Belinda Culgin, P.Geo., FGC.
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GEOSCIENTISTS NS IS ON SOCIAL MEDIA
FOLLOW US ON LINKEDIN:

HTTPS://WWW.LINKEDIN.COM/COMPANY/GEOSCIENTISTS-NOVA-SOTIA/
FOLLOW ON TWITTER:
@GEOSCIENTISTSNS

(HTTPS://TWITTER.COM/GEOSCIENTISTSNS)
 

 
CONTACT US
P.O BOX 91

ENFIELD, NOVA SCOTIA
B2T 1C6

 
OFFICE: 902-420-9928

WWW.GEOSCIENTISTSNS.CA
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND REGISTRAR

DAVID C. CARTER, P.GEO., FGC.
EXEC.DIRECTOR@GEOSCIENTISTSNS.CA
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