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Geoscientists of Nova Scotia:
We are committed to holding paramount the health,
safety and welfare of the public and the protection of

the environment while contributing significantly to the
economy of Nova Scotia.

 

This page is dedicated to the Professional Geoscientists that

committed to working tirelessly throughout 2020. No one

imagined the impacts the pandemic would have on our lives

and work force. 

 

We want to say thank-you for your continued commitment to

your profession and staying safe throughout these

challenging times. 
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EDITOR'S
LETTER

How do we share news?

A news article discusses current or

recent news of either general interest

(i .e . daily newspapers) or of a specific

topic (i .e . political or trade news

magazines , club newsletters , or

technology news websites).

The GeoGazette is Geoscientists '  Nova

Scotia newsletter and in 2021 we are

striving to re-vamp the newsletter to

get our readers attention . We are

committed to bringing you news of the

association , the profession , the

community we support and the

general feel good stories along the

way . 

We are pleased to provide this issue of

the GeoGazette . Please feel free to

reach out to us with suggestions ,

articles and great photos to share in

the next issue at fgallacher@dillon.ca .

So , go grab a cup of coffee and have a

lovely read . 

Thanks , Fiona Gallacher .

(and Kelsey O 'Brien)
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We are all aware of the restrictions that are in place due to the COVID-19 pandemic

and the provincial state of emergency as well as the social distancing requirements . I

expect that we are all becoming more and more familiar with virtual meetings on

various formats . Therefore , it should be no surprise that APGNS is in the planning

phase to host the Annual General Meeting event using a virtual software platform

(GoToMeeting).The exercise went well in 2020 and was well received by our

members and guests . We are planning to host a virtual AGM in 2021 , with the hope

to return to our normal format in 2022 . 

On behalf of the Association Executive and Council , I wish to extend an invitation to

attend the Geoscientists Nova Scotia , Annual General Meeting , on Friday , April 30 ,

2021 .

Based on your RSVP to the notice , we will send out a formal invitation with meeting

connection details .

The 2020 Annual Report and the 2021 AGM Program will include executive and

committee reports and the 2020 year end financial information . The Nominations

Committee report for the 2021-2022 APGNS Council and Executive will also be

introduced at the meeting . The 2020 Professional Geoscientist and the 2021

Exemplary Service awards will be presented as well as the 2020 and 2021 Fellow of

Geoscientists Canada awards . We are also planning to present a “brown bag” lunch

guest speaker and possibly a Continuing Professional Development session .

We look forward to seeing you at this event .

Kimberlea Green , P .Geo .

APGNS President

A FORMAL INVITATION COMING SOON
Geoscientists Nova Scotia’s Annual

General Meeting
Friday, April 30, 2021 at the APGNS

Virtual Meeting Room.

 

PRESIDENT'S DESK
 



REGISTRAR'S DESK

In trying to make sense of the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic and
the response it had on professional registration numbers , the table below
presents the current registration data along with comparatives from 2020

and 2019 .

Although there has been no real change in P .Geo . member numbers since
last year , they are up slightly from the year before . Personal contacts
indicate that in 2021 some members have retired and left the profession
or moved on to other jurisdictions , but it is also apparent that some

members have either come back home or are newly arrived .

The total number of registrants in 2021 is up approximately 4% over 2020

and 10% over 2019 . This is primarily in response to an increase in MIT

registrants and applicants , which is encouraging for the future of the
Association . However , the reality is that many applicants register in Nova

Scotia because they have attended university here , and once registered ,
they move on to a work-related destination . There is still a challenge in
creating professional jobs in Nova Scotia .
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The  202 1  Ea r th  R ing  Ceremony  ( the  R i tua l  o f

the  Ca l l i ng )  wi l l  be  he ld  F r iday ,  Apr i l  9 ,  202 1

a s  a  v i r tua l  event .  The  ce remony  wi l l

commence  prompt l y  a t  6 :00  pm  and  l a t e

a r r i v a l s  wi l l  not  be  admi t ted  to  the  ce remony .

Admin i s te red  by  the  Covenant  o f  the  Ea r th

R ing  Soc ie t y ,  r ecen t  Ea r th  Sc ience  gradua te s

and  prac t i c ing  Nova  Sco t i a  Geosc i en t i s t s

w i sh ing  to  become  ob l iga ted  and  r ece i ve  a

r ing  a re  welcome  to  r eques t  a  r i ng .  The  r i ng

i s  to  be  worn  on  the  sma l l e s t  (p ink ie )  f i nge r

o f  you r  work ing  hand .

A l l  Geosc i en t i s t s  who  have  r ece i ved  an  Ea r th

R ing  a re  welcome  to  a t tend  the  202 1

Ce remony  as  an  oppor tun i t y  to  welcome  new

gradua te s  and  prac t i t i one r s  i n to  the

Geosc i ence  pro fe s s i on .  P lease  R .S .V .P .  to

Pa t r i ck  Rya l l ,  P .Geo  a t  Pat r i ck .Rya l l@Da l .Ca

or  Dav id  C .  Car te r ,  P .Geo . ,

r eg i s t r a r@geosc i en t i s t sn s .ca  i f  you  p lan  to

a t tend .  Obse r ve r s  a re  not  permi t ted  to  a t tend

the  ce remony .

2 0 2 1  E A R T H

R I N G

C E R E M O N Y

T H E  R I T U A L  O F  T H E  C A L L I N G

A  B r i e f  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  E A R T H  R I N G
C E R E M O N Y  …

Ea r th  Sc ience  gradua te s  and  prac t i c ing  Nova

Sco t i a  Geosc i en t i s t s  wish ing  to  become

“ob l iga ted ”  to  the  geosc i ence  pro fe s s i on  may

rece i ve  an  Ea r th  R ing .

 

The  Ea r th  R ing  i s  a  s ymbo l  o f  you r  ob l iga t i on

to  the  Geosc i ence  pro fe s s i on  as  commi t ted

and  a f f i rmed  by  the  pro fe s s i ona l  oa th  you  a re

asked  to  t ake  dur ing  the  ce remony .

The  on l y  way  to  r ece i ve  an  Ea r th  R ing  i s  to

pa r t i c ipa te  i n  the  ce remony  and  a f f i rm  the

p ro fe s s i ona l  oa th ,  the re fo re ,  you  must  a t tend

and  pa r t i c ipa te  i n  the  ce remony  to  r ece i ve

you r  Ea r th  R ing .  Obse r ve r s  a re  not  permi t ted

to  a t tend  the  ce remony ,  but  gues t s  a re

we lcome  a t  the  r ecept ion .

The  t r ad i t i on  o f  the  Ea r th  R ing  Ceremony

began  i n  A lbe r ta  i n  1 975  and  the  t r ad i t i on  has

s ince  been  adopted  ac ro s s  Canada .  I n  Nova

Sco t i a ,  the  Ea r th  R ing  Ceremony ,

admin i s te red  by  the  Covenant  o f  the  Ea r th

R ing  Soc ie t y ,  wi th  suppor t  f r om  Geosc i en t i s t s

Nova  Sco t i a ,  has  been  conduc ted  annua l l y

s ince  2001 .  L i ke  the  h i s to r i c  i r on  r i ng  o f  the

ob l i ga ted  Eng inee r ,  i t s  s imp l i c i t y ,  and

s t reng th  bea r  wi tnes s  o f  the  a t t i tude  which

the  pro fe s s i ona l  Ea r th  Sc ien t i s t  shou ld

ma in ta in .
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The  Ea r th  R ing  f o r  the  ob l iga ted  Geosc i en t i s t

i s  worn  on  the  sma l l e s t  (p ink ie )  f i nge r  o f  the

work ing  hand  to  se r ve  as  a  r eminde r  to  those

who  wear  i t  o f  the  va lues  a t  the  co re  o f  the

p ro fe s s i on  and  o f  the  t ru s t  p laced  i n  them  by

soc ie t y .

The  s imp le  des ign  o f  the  Ea r th  R ing  i s  an

a l te rna t ing  pat te rn  o f  the  c ro s sed  hammers

o f  geo logy  and  the  se i smic  t r ace  o f

geophys i c s  -  s ymbo l i z ing  both  the

immed ia te ,  and  the  r emote ,  sea rch ing  out  o f

Na tu re ’ s  myste r i e s  and  knowledge .  Without

beg inn ing  and  wi thout  end ,  the  r i ng

rep re sen t s  the  cont inuous  and  cont inu ing

in te rp l ay  o f  i deas ,  o f  i n s t rumenta t i on  and  o f

mate r i a l  r ea l i t i e s .  The  Nova  Sco t i a  Ea r th

R ings  a re  ava i l ab le  i n  s te r l i ng  s i l v e r  o r

t i t an ium .

Rece i v ing  an  Ea r th  R ing  i s  not  a  r equ i r ement

o r  cond i t i on  f o r  be ing  r eg i s t e red  by  a

p ro fe s s i ona l  as soc i a t i on .  The  ce remony  i s

about  a  ca l l i ng  to  se r v i ce .  I t  means  you  a re

pa r t  o f  a  pro fe s s i on  which  i s  ded ica ted  to

seek ing  the  t ru th  i n  Ea r th  Sc ience  and

app l y ing  th i s  to  the  se r v i ce  o f  mank ind .  The

ce remony  ca r r i e s  many  o f  the  same  pas sages

wr i t t en  by  K ip l ing  f o r  the  Eng inee r s '  I r on

R ing  Ceremony  and  s ymbo l i ze s  the

commi tment  and  r e spons ib i l i t y  tha t  come

wi th  wear ing  the  t i t l e  o f  a  pro fe s s i ona l .

The  ce remony  i nc ludes  a  cha rge  ( speech )

f r om  a  sen io r  Ea r th  sc i en t i s t  and  an

ob l iga t i on  (p ledge )  t aken  by  the  group  o f

soon  to  gradua te  geo log i s t s  and

geophys i c i s t s .  The  cha rge  r eads  i n  pa r t :  "We

te l l  you  he re  tha t  you  wi l l  encounte r  no

d i f f i cu l t y ,  doubt ,  dange r ,  de fea t ,  humi l i a t i on

o r  t r i umph  i n  you r  ca ree r  which  has  not

a l r eady  f a l l en  to  the  l o t  o f  othe r s  i n  you r

ca l l i ng . "   The  ob l iga t i on  i nc ludes :  " I  wi l l  not

pas s ,  . . .  f a l s e  i n fo rmat ion  o r  too  casua l

in te rp re ta t i ons  i n  my  work  as  an  Ea r th

sc i en t i s t .  My  t ime  I  wi l l  not  r e fu se ,  my

thought  I  wi l l  not  grudge ;  my  ca re  I  wi l l  not

deny  towards  the  honour ,  use ,  s t ab i l i t y  and

pe r f ec t i on  o f  any  pro jec t  to  which  I  may  be

ca l l ed  to  se t  my  hand .  . . .  My  r eputa t i on  i n  my

ca l l i ng  I  wi l l  gua rd  honourab l y  . . . .  I  wi l l  s t r i ve

my  ut te rmos t  aga in s t  pro fe s s i ona l  j ea lousy

and  the  be l i t t l i ng  o f  my  co -worke r s  i n  any

f i e ld  o f  the i r  l abou r . "

 

On  a  l i gh te r  note ,  f o l l ow ing  the  ob l iga t i on ,

new  r i ng  bea re r s  a re  r eminded  tha t ,  "F rom

now  on ,  we  su r rende r  to  you  what  l i e s  unde r

the  ea r th ,  and  the  too l s  to  i n te rp re t  o r

mi s in te rp re t .  Soone r  o r  l a t e r ,  you  wi l l  dr i l l

the  ho le s  tha t  br ing  no  r e tu rn ,  l o se  the  ve in

in  which  l i e  ex t ra  r i ches  and  r eputa t i on ,

mis in te rp re t  the  s i gna l  f r om  the  depths .  Th i s

w i l l  equa l l y  ba f f l e ,  bewi lde r  and  break  you r

hea r t  to  you r  pro fe s s i ona l  and  per sona l

educa t i on . "

2 0 2 1  E A R T H

R I N G

C E R E M O N Y

C O N T I N U E D
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H A V E  Y O U R  S A Y  I N  T H E  N A T I O N A L

P R O F E S S I O N A L  P R A C T I S E

E X A M I N A T I O N

B y  R o b e r t  S t e w a r t .  P . G e o .  

s t e w a r t r d @ m s n . c o m

At  l ea s t  eve r y  5  yea r s ,  the  Nat iona l  Pro fe s s i ona l

P rac t i ce  Examina t i on  (NPPE )  b luep r in t  (o r

s y l l abus  as  i t  was  prev ious l y  known )  i s  r e f i ned

to  r e f l ec t  the  cu r ren t  c r i t i ca l  i n fo rmat ion

needed  f o r  eng inee r s  and  geosc i en t i s t s  a t  ent r y

to  pro fe s s i ona l  prac t i ce .   The  conten t  and

we igh t ing  o f  th i s  sub jec t  mat te r  was  l a s t

p repa red  by  the  Pro fe s s i ona l  Prac t i ce

Examina t i on  Commi t tee  (PPEC )  and  approved

by  the  NPPE  Adv i so r y  Commi t tee  (NPPEAC )  i n

20 17 .   The  nex t  r e v i ew  o f  the  b luep r in t  wi l l  be

unde r taken  i n  2022  and  th i s  t ime  the  b luep r in t

re f i nement  proces s  wi l l  i nc lude  a  broade r

canvas s ing  o f  the  eng inee r ing  and  geosc i ence

commun i t i e s  f o r  co l l ec t i ve  and  i nd i v idua l

input .  Th i s  i s  our  oppor tun i t y  to  have  a  say  i n

the  r e f i nement  o f  the  NPPE  b luep r in t .

The  co re  NPPE  exam  i s  s t i l l  one  hundred

mul t ip l e  cho ice  ques t i ons  wi th  on l y  one

ju s t i f i ab l y  co r rec t  answer  and  th ree

d i s t r ac to r s  f o r  each  ques t i on .   These

ques t i ons  must  be  non - t echn ica l ,

pro fe s s i ona l  prac t i ce  ques t i ons  r oo ted  i n

the  b luep r in t .   Ques t i ons  must  be  f a i r  f o r

bo th  eng inee r s  and  geosc i en t i s t s  and  must

be  wr i t t en  us ing  a  Grade  1 1 - 1 2  l anguage

leve l  so  tha t  i t  i s  f a i r  f o r  app l i can t s  whose

f i r s t  l anguage  i s  not  Eng l i sh  o r  F rench .   I t

i s  cha l l eng ing  to  ensu re  ques t i ons  i n  the

ope ra t i ona l  database  a re  f a i r  and  cove r  the

ent i r e  b luep r in t  conten t .   E igh t

p ro fe s s i ona l s  a re  the  ‘ga te -keepe r s ’  f o r

ensu r ing  a l l  NPPE  ques t i ons  meet  these

requ i r ement s .   At  presen t  the  examina t i on

commi t tee  i s  composed  o f  two

geosc i en t i s t s ,  f i v e  eng inee r s  and  one

pro fe s s i ona l  t echn ic i an .   

The  NPPE  has  been  bu i l t ,  main ta ined ,  r e f i ned

and  admin i s te red  by  the  Assoc i a t i on  o f

P ro fe s s i ona l  Eng inee r s  and  Geosc i en t i s t s  o f

A lbe r ta  (APEGA )  f o r  ove r  20  yea r s .   I n  2008 -

2009 ,  APEGA ’ s  pa r tne r  as soc i a t i ons ’

examina t i on  r eg i s t r an t s  on l y  r ep re sen ted

about  30%  o f  the  5 ,000  app l i can t s  but  by

2018 ,  APEGA  app l i can t s  accounted  f o r  on l y

ha l f  o f  the  to ta l  r eg i s t e red  to  wr i te  the  exam .  

 I n  2020 ,  APEGA ’ s  pa r tne r  as soc i a t i on ’ s

member s  r ep re sen ted  86%  o f  the  8 ,288  NPPE

reg i s t r an t s .   Th i s  was  l a rge l y  due  to

P ro fe s s i ona l  Eng inee r s  Onta r i o  (PEO )  adopt ing

the  NPPE .   The  Assoc i a t i on  o f  Pro fe s s i ona l

Eng inee r s  and  Geosc i en t i s t s  o f  Saska tchewan

(APEGS )  have  i nd i ca ted  tha t  they  may  adopt

the  NPPE  i n  202 1 .   Th i s  wou ld  l eave  on l y

Quebec ’ s  eng inee r ing  (OIQ )  and  geosc i en t i s t

(OGQ )  as soc i a t i ons  us ing  the i r  own

pro fe s s i ona l  prac t i ce  exams .

Changes  i n  l eg i s l a t i on ,  as  wel l  as  workp lace

and  cu l tu ra l  changes  r equ i r e  tha t  new

b luep r in t  conten t  be  added  i n  a  t ime l y

manne r .   Pro fe s s i ona l  prac t i ce  expec ta t i ons

requ i r ed  th rough  co rpo ra te  soc i a l

r e spons ib i l i t y  and  commun i t y  consu l t a t i on

a re  now  a  f r on t l i ne  r e spons ib i l i t y  f o r  young

pro fe s s i ona l s  tha t  was  not  wel l  addres sed  i n

p rev ious  b luep r in t s .   I n te rna t i ona l  l aw

(Un i ted  Nat ions  Dec la ra t i on  on  the  R ight s  o f

Ind igenous  Per sons  /  B i l l  C - 1 5 ,  ca rbon -

neut ra l i t y ,  sus ta inab i l i t y ) ,  t r ade  ag reement s

(USMCA / f o rmer  NAFTA ,  US -Canada

ag reement s  on  Cr i t i ca l  Mine ra l s  and  Ene rgy

Resou rce  Gove rnance ) ,  and  r ecen t

env i ronmenta l  l aws ,  l i ke  the  2019  Impac t

As se s sment  Act ,  a re  examples  o f  the

chang ing  l ega l  l andscape  tha t  wi l l  a f f ec t

eng inee r ing  and  geosc i ence  pro jec t

t ime l ines  f o r  f u tu re  gene ra t i ons .
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H A V E  Y O U R  S A Y  I N  T H E  N A T I O N A L

P R O F E S S I O N A L  P R A C T I S E

E X A M I N A T I O N

C O N T I N U E D

Th ree  pro fe s s i ona l  prac t i ce  and  l aw

tex tbooks ’  autho r s  have  majo r  r e v i s i ons

unde rway  to  r e f l ec t  the  r ap id l y  chang ing

pro fe s s i ona l  cond i t i ons  f o r  eng inee r ing  and

geosc i ence  prac t i ce .

A  l i cenc ing  app l i can t  to  a  Canad ian

eng inee r ing  and /o r  geosc i ence  pro fe s s i ona l

a s soc i a t i on  i n  most  cases  has  to  have

succes s fu l l y  comple ted  an  approved

pro fe s s i ona l  prac t i ce  exam  pr io r  to  the

as soc i a t i on  i s su ing  a  r eg i s t r a t i on  o r  a

l i cense  to  prac t i ce .   I n  r ecen t  yea r s  the re

has  been  a  pos t -examina t i on  ques t i onna i r e

ava i l ab le  f o r  the  app l i can t s  to  prov ide

feedback  on  the  examina t i on

expe r i ence .Th i s  f eedback  shows  s t rong

suppor t  f o r  the  cu r ren t  examina t i on  conten t

and  i t s  de l i ve r y .

The re fo re ,  I  appea l  to  Nova  Sco t i a ’ s

geosc i en t i s t  commun i t y  to  pa r t i c ipa te  i n  the

NPPE  b luep r in t  r e v i s i on  proces s  to  ensu re  tha t

i t  i s  r e l e van t  f o r  the  nex t  gene ra t i ons  o f

geosc i en t i s t s .   Th i s  yea r  i s  you r  oppor tun i t y  to

have  you r  say  i n  th i s  nex t  r e f i nement  o f  the

NPPE  b luep r in t .   You  can  f i nd  the  cu r ren t

b luep r in t  on  the  APEGA  webs i t e .

 h t t p s : / / w w w . a p e g a . c a / a p p l y / m e m b e r s h i p / e
x a m s / n a t i o n a l - p r o f e s s i o n a l - p r a c t i c e - e x a m -
n p p e / b l u e p r i n t .

Your  comments  and  sugges t i ons  f o r  the  r e v i sed

b luep r in t  can  be  sen t  d i rec t l y  sen t  to :

Rober t  Stewar t  P .Geo .  

( s t e w a r t r d @ m s n . c o m )  o r  Dav id  Car te r ,  P .Geo .

( r e g i s t r a r @ g e o s c i e n t i s t s n s . c a ) .
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Most  r eade r s  know  about  the  Nova  Sco t i a

Depa r tment  o f  Ene rgy  and  Mines  (NSDEM )  Dr i l l

Co re  L ib ra r y  i n  Ste l l a r ton .   Many  o f  you  have  a re

regu la r  c l i en t s  and  r ea l i ze  tha t  i t  i s  a  va luab le

re sou rce  f o r  the  geo logy  commun i t y  o f  Nova

Sco t i a .   What  you  may  not  r ea l i ze  i s  how  l a rge

the  ho ld ings  a re  compared  to  othe r  dr i l l  co re

repos i to r i e s  ac ro s s  Nor th  Amer i ca .   I  took  pa r t

in  a  web ina r  se r i e s  l a s t  summer ,  where  the

ma jo r i t y  o f  the  U .S .  Sta te  r epos i to r i e s  and  th ree

Canad ian  ones  took  pa r t  and  d i scove red  tha t

the  Nova  Sco t i a  Dr i l l  Core  L ib ra r y  i s  i n  the  top

10%  f o r  the  s i ze  o f  our  co re  ho ld ings  (ove r

750 ,000  m  o f  co re ) .   With  so  much  co re ,

perhaps  a  new  mine  i s  j u s t  out  o f  s i gh t  among

the  co re  boxes .

N O V A  S C O T I A

D R I L L  C O R E

L I B R A R Y

A  H I D D E N  M I N E  W A I T I N G  T O  B E

F O U N D

B y  M i c k  O ' N e i l l ,  P . G e o . ,

G e o l o g i s t  s u p e r v i s o r ,  D r i l l  C o r e

L i b r a r y ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n e r g r y

a n d  M i n e s

The  f i r s t  th ree  o f  the  s i x  bu i ld ings  were  bu i l t  i n

1982 ,  wi th  add i t i ona l  bu i ld ings  were

cons t ruc ted  i n  1 986 ,  1 994 ,  and  2014 .   Fou r  o f  the

bu i ld ings  a re  f o r  s to rage  on l y ,  whi l e  two

bu i ld ings  have  a  l ab  f o r  c l i en t s  to  use  to  l ook  a t

mate r i a l  s to red  he re .   Both  l abs  a re  hea ted ,

spac ious ,  and  a  grea t  p lace  to  work  when  the

weathe r  i s  d i sag reeab le .  The  Core  L ib ra r y  has

f r ee  Wi -F i  and  a  ce l l  phone  boos te r  tha t  cove r s

bo th  l abs .  Diamond  cu t t ing  saws  a re  i n  each  l ab

in  sepa ra te  r ooms  f r om  the  v i ew ing  a reas  and

the re  a re  b inocu la r  mic roscopes ,  magnet i c

suscept ib i l i t y  mete r s ,  u l t r a v i o l e t  l amps ,  and

othe r  equ ipment  on  s i t e .  The  s i t e  has  a  l a rge ,

paved  ya rd  f o r  l a y ing  out  co re  i n  warmer

months .   The re  i s  a  f u l l - t ime  s t a f f  member

ava i l ab le  to  he lp  c l i en t s  and  the re  i s  no  cos t  f o r

c l i en t s  to  use  the  f ac i l i t i e s .

The  co re  s to red  cove r s  a l l  o f  Nova  Sco t i a  and

date s  f r om  1 950  to  now .  A  to ta l  o f  96%  o f  the

750 ,000  m  o f  dr i l l  co re  s to red  a t  the  Core

L ib ra r y  i s  sea rchab le  on l ine  (ove r  7 ,800  ho le s )  a t

ht tps : / /gesner .novascot ia . ca /dcdh/core_query
search/corequerysearch .aspx .

The re  a re  ove r  1 70 ,000  boxes  o f  co re  on  5 ,500

pa l l e t s .   With  ove r  750  km  o f  co re ,  i t  i s  more

than  the  l eng th  o f  Nova  Sco t i a .   The  majo r i t y  o f

the  ho le s  were  dr i l l ed  f o r  mine ra l  exp lo ra t i on ,

wi th  except ion  o f  some  dr i l l ed  f o r  onsho re  o i l

and  gas  exp lo ra t i on .   The  co re  i s  s to red  on

pa l l e t s  and  brought  to  the  l ab  by  f o r k l i f t  when

reques ted .  Sampl ing  o f  co re  i s  usua l l y  a l l owed

but  must  be  d i scus sed  wi th  the  Core  L ib ra r y

Supe r v i so r  be fo rehand .
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The re  a re  a l so  ove r  300  pa l l e t s  and

app le  b ins  o f  non -co re  mate r i a l

( r ock ,  t i l l ,  and  so i l  sample s ,  e tc . )

s to red  a t  the  Dr i l l  Core  L ib ra r y .  

 Thousands  o f  r ock  s l abs ,

geochemica l  sample  v i a l s ,  and

o f f sho re  o i l  and  gas  cu t t ings  a re  a l so

ava i l ab le  i n  cus tom -bu i l t  s to rage

cab ine t s .   A l l  mate r i a l  a t  the  Dr i l l

Co re  L ib ra r y  i s  s to red  i n s ide  the  s i x

bu i ld ings ,  to  preven t  damage  f r om

exposu re  to  the  e lement s ,  which

br ings  me  to  an  impor tan t  top i c .

As  the  Core  L ib ra r y  Supe r v i so r ,  I

t r a ve l  the  prov ince  to  eva lua te  co re

in  the  f i e ld ,  to  dete rmine  whethe r

co re  o f f e red  to  the  gove rnment  i s

wo r th  add ing  to  our  ho ld ings .   Core

tha t  i s  cons ide red  i n  poor  cond i t i on

(weathe r  exposu re )  i s  not

recove rab le  ( r o t t i ng  boxes ,  t ags

gone ,  e tc . ) .   The  Nova  Sco t i a  Mine ra l

Resou rces  Regu la t i ons  does  s t ipu la te

tha t  the  co re  ho lde r  must  t ake

p recau t ions  to  secu re  the  co re

aga in s t  weathe r  and  vanda l i sm .   

Peop le  dr i l l i ng  i n  the  prov ince  must

a l so  r eques t  permi s s i on  be fo re

remov ing  co re  f r om  the  prov ince  and

mus t  get  permi s s i on  f r om  the

Reg i s t r a r  o f  Mine ra l  and  Pet ro l eum

T i t l e s  be fo re  d i sca rd ing  o r

des t roy ing  co re .

To  l ook  a t  any  mate r i a l  s to red  a t  the

NSDEM  Dr i l l  Core  L ib ra r y ,  p lease

send  an  e -mai l  to

mick .one i l l@novascot ia . ca ,  o r  ca l l

1 -902 -742 -4842  to  book  an

appo in tment .

N O V A  S C O T I A  D R I L L
C O R E  L I B R A R Y  I S  I N
T H E  T O P  1 0 %  F O R  T H E
S I Z E  O F  O U R  C O R E
H O L D I N G S  ( O V E R
7 5 0 , 0 0 0 M  O F  C O R E ) .
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" P R O F E S S I O N A L  G E O S C I E N C E "

Geosc i ence  i n  Nova  Sco t i a  i s  r egu la ted

unde r  the  Geosc i ence  Pro fe s s i on  Act  o f

2002 .  The  Act  i s  cu r ren t l y  be ing  r e v i sed  and

i t  i s  expec ted  to  be  i nc luded  i n  the  202 1

Leg i s l a t i ve  agenda .  The  r e v i sed  Act  does  not

inc lude  any  subs tan t i ve  changes  to  the

regu la t i on  o f  the  pro fe s s i on .  I t  i s  i n tended

to  br ing  the  Act  i n to  compl i ance  wi th

cu r ren t  f ede ra l  and  prov inc i a l  l eg i s l a t i on .

The  pr ime  ob jec t i ve  o f  the  Act  i s  the

p ro tec t i on  o f  the  pub l i c  f r om  i ncompeten t

and /o r  uneth i ca l  prac t i ce .  The  Act  gran t s

se l f -gove rnance  to  pro fe s s i ona l

geosc i en t i s t s  because  i t  has  been  deemed

to  be  i n  the  pub l i c  i n te re s t  to  do  so .  The

Ac t  does  not  d i s t ingu i sh  between

geosc i ence  prac t i ce  as  a  consu l t an t  o r

ind i v idua l  o r  geosc i ence  prac t i ce  by  o r

th rough  a  co rpo ra te  ent i t y .  I t  app l i e s  to  a l l

p ro fe s s i ona l  geosc i ence  prac t i ce .

Pro fe s s i ona l  geosc i en t i s t s  a re  accountab le

fo r  the i r  own  pro fe s s i ona l  prac t i ce ,  and  f o r

the  prac t i ce  o f  pro fe s s i ona l s  unde r  the i r

supe r v i s i on .  I n  add i t i on  to  adhe rence  and

prese r va t i on  to  the  t e rms  and  s t anda rds  o f

the  Code  o f  Eth i c s ,  r eg i s t r an t s ,  (pro fe s s i ona l

member s ,  member s - i n - t r a in ing  and  l i cense

ho lde r s )  a re  r e spons ib l e  f o r  ensu r ing  tha t

they ,  and  those  unde r  the i r  supe r v i s i on  o r

cont ro l ,  have  and  main ta in  approp r i a te

l e ve l s  o f  competency .

i n ve s t i ga t i ons ,  i n te rp re ta t i ons ,  eva lua t i ons ,

consu l t a t i ons  o r  management  a imed  a t  the

d i scove r y  o r  deve lopment  o f  meta l l i c  o r  non -

meta l l i c  mine ra l s ,  r ocks ,  nuc lea r  o r  f o s s i l  f ue l s ,

prec ious  s tones  o r  wate r  r e sou rces ;  o r

inves t i ga t i ons ,  i n te rp re ta t i ons ,  eva lua t i ons ,

consu l t a t i ons  o r  management  r e l a t ing  to

geosc i en t i f i c  prope r t i e s ,  cond i t i ons  o r

p roces se s  tha t  may  a f f ec t  the  wel l -be ing  o f

the  gene ra l  pub l i c ,  i nc lud ing  those  per ta in ing

to  the  prese r va t i on  o f  the  natu ra l  env i ronment ;

o r

geosc i ence  educa t i on ,  i n s t ruc t i on  and

teach ing  geosc i ence  to  a  s tudent  a t  an

educa t i ona l  i n s t i tu t i on  o r  un i ve r s i t y .

The  Geosc i ence  Pro fe s s i on  Act  de f ines  a

geosc i en t i s t  and  geosc i ence  as :

“a  per son  who  th rough  spec i a l i zed  educa t i on ,

t r a in ing  and  expe r i ence  i s  sk i l l ed  i n  the

p r inc ip l e s  and  prac t i ce  o f  geosc i ence . ”

“per fo rming  o f  any  ac t i v i t y  tha t  r equ i r e s  the

app l i ca t i on  o f  the  pr inc ip l e s  o f  the  geo log i ca l

s c i ences ,  and  tha t  conce rns  the  sa fegua rd ing  o f

pub l i c  wel f a re ,  l i f e ,  hea l th ,  prope r t y  o r  economic

in te re s t s ,  i nc lud ing ,  but  not  l im i ted  to ,

The  Geosc i ence  Pro fe s s i on  Act  de f ines  the

p rac t i ce  o f  pro fe s s i ona l  geosc i ence  as :

“per fo rming  any  ac t  wi th in  o r  i n vo l v ing

geosc i ence  f o r  ga in ,  h i re  o r  hope  o f  r ewa rd ,

e i the r  d i rec t l y  o r  i nd i r ec t l y . ”

B y  D a v i d  C .  C a r t e r ,  P . G e o . ,  F G C

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  a n d  R e g i s t r a r
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an  ac t i v i t y :  i t  i s  impor tan t  to  note  tha t  the

de f in i t i on  does  not  r e f e r  to  the  l oca t i on

where  the  geosc i ence  work  i s  unde r taken ;

the  use  o f  spec i a l i zed  knowledge ,

expe r i ence ,  unde r s tand ing  and  app l i ca t i on

o f  the  pr inc ip l e s  o f  geosc i ence ;  and

sa fegua rd ing  o f  the  pub l i c ,  prope r t y  and

the  env i ronment .

The re  a re  th ree  “e lement s ”  to  the  de f in i t i on

o f  “pro fe s s i ona l  geosc i ence ” .

adv i s ing ,  p lann ing ,  des ign ing ,  co l l ec t ing ,

sampl ing ,  mapp ing ,  l ogg ing ,  su r vey ing ,

acqu i r i ng ,  examin ing ,  i n ve s t i ga t ing ,

i n te rp re t ing ,  proces s ing ,  ana l y z ing ,

r epo r t ing ,  eva lua t ing ,  op in ing ,  consu l t i ng ,

ce r t i f y i ng ,  d i rec t ing ,  supe r v i s i ng ,

admin i s te r ing  and /o r  manag ing ;  o r

these  ac t i v i t i e s  may  i n vo l ve  the

exp lo ra t i on ,  d i scove r y ,  deve lopment  o r

p roduc t i on  o f  meta l l i c  o r  non -meta l l i c ,

mine ra l s ,  r ocks ,  nuc lea r  o r  f o s s i l  f ue l s ,

prec ious  s tones  and /o r  wate r  r e sou rces ;  o r

re l a t ing  to  geosc i en t i f i c  prope r t i e s ,  and

cond i t i ons  o r  proces se s  tha t  may  a f f ec t

the  wel l -be ing  o f  the  pub l i c ,  i nc lud ing

those  per ta in ing  to  prese r va t i on  o f  the

na tu ra l  env i ronment  such  as ,  but  not

l im i ted  to ,  as se s s ing  poten t i a l  impac t s  o f

ac t i v i t i e s  and  deve lopment s  on

groundwate r  and  othe r  natu ra l  s y s tems ,

and  i n ve s t i ga t ing ,  eva lua t ing ,  r emed ia t ing

g roundwate r ,  so i l ,  su r f i c i a l  o r  ove rbu rden

sed iment  and  bedrock  cond i t i ons .

APGNS  cons ide r s  pro fe s s i ona l  geosc i ence

ac t i v i t i e s  whose  unde r tak ing  r equ i r e s  the

app l i ca t i on  o f  the  pr inc ip l e s  o f  geosc i ence  to

inc lude ,  but  not  to  be  l im i ted  to :

The  ac t i v i t i e s  i n vo l v ing  the  app l i ca t i on  o f  the

p r inc ipa l s  o f  geosc i ence ,  such  as  those  l i s t ed

above ,  may  a l so  be  ca r r i ed  out  by  a  per son

who  i s  t r a in ing  to  be  a  geosc i en t i s t  and  who

i s  r eg i s t e red  wi th  APGNS  as  a  Member - i n -

T ra in ing  (MIT )  and  who  i s  unde r  the  d i rec t

supe r v i s i on  o f  a  pro fe s s i ona l  geosc i en t i s t ,

where  the  pro fe s s i ona l  geosc i en t i s t  i s  t ak ing

fu l l  r e spons ib i l i t y  f o r  the  work  as  i f  i t  were

h i s  o r  he r  own  work .

Prospec to r s ,  de f ined  as  i nd i v idua l s  acqu i r i ng

mine ra l  r i gh t s  o r  per fo rming  work  neces sa r y

to  main ta in  such  r i gh t s  unde r  the  Nova

Sco t i a  Mine ra l  Resou rces  Act ,  a re  exempted ,

prov ided  tha t  the  i nd i v idua l  i s  engaged  i n

ac t i v i t i e s  tha t  a re  con f ined  to  prospec t ing

and  the  i nd i v idua l  does  not  ho ld  h imse l f  o r

he r se l f  out  as  a  pro fe s s i ona l  geosc i en t i s t .

Some  o f  the  ac t i v i t i e s  l i s t ed  may  be  ca r r i ed

out  as  the  work  o f  a  pro fe s s i ona l  eng inee r ,

who  i s  competen t  and  must  be  l i censed

unde r  the  Eng inee r ing  Pro fe s s i on  Act .  Mutua l

exempt ions  f o r  geosc i ence  and  eng inee r ing

ac t i v i t i e s  a re  cons ide red  i n  the  r e spec t i ve

Ac t s .

Add i t i ona l l y ,  some  o f  the  ac t i v i t i e s  may  be

ca r r i ed  out  as  pa r t  o f  the  work  o f  a

techn ic i an  o r  t echno log i s t  t r a ined  i n  aspec t s

o f  geosc i ence  and  i s  supe r v i sed  by  a

p ro fe s s i ona l  geosc i en t i s t  o r  a  pro fe s s i ona l

eng inee r .
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Geosc i ence  i s  the  s tudy  o f  the  Ea r th  and  i t s

s y s tems  and  the  prac t i ce  o f  geosc i ence

encompasse s  the  use ,  unde r s tand ing  and

app l i ca t i on  o f  the  pr inc ip l e s  i n vo l ved  i n  the

s tudy  o f  the  Ea r th  and  i t s  s y s tems .  These

inc lude ,  but  a re  not  l im i ted  to ,  such

ac t i v i t i e s  as  a re  l i s t ed  i n  the  sec t i on  above .
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mine ra l  and /o r  pet ro l eum  exp lo ra t i on

as se s sment  r epo r t ing  as  r equ i r ed  by  the  NS

Depa r tment  o f  Ene rgy  and  Mines ,

Geosc i ence  and  Mines  Branch  and  Mine ra l

Resou rces  Act

g roundwate r  exp lo ra t i on ,  eva lua t i on ,

deve lopment ,  pro tec t i on ,  s tud ie s

su r f ace  mapp ing  and  sampl ing ;  unde rg round

mapp ing  and  sampl ing

geosc i en t i f i c  i n te rp re ta t i on  and  mode l ing

(2 -D  and  3 -D )

r emote  sens ing  i n te rp re ta t i on ;  t e r r a in  and

te r r a in  s t ab i l i t y  ana l y s i s

se i sm ic  and  vo l can i sm  ana l y s i s

env i ronmenta l  i n ve s t i ga t i ons ,  phased

env i ronmenta l  s i t e  as se s sment s  and

env i ronmenta l  impac t  as se s sment s  ( the  work

o f  a  Qua l i f i ed  Per son  (QP ) ,  as  r equ i r ed  by

Nova  Sco t i a  Env i ronment ,  Contamina ted

S i te s  Regu la t i ons )

r emed ia l  ac t i on  p lann ing ,  s i t e  r emed ia t i on

mon i to r ing ,  compl i ance ,  c lo su re ,

r ec l amat ion  and  r e s to ra t i on

coas ta l  zone  management  eva lua t i ons  and

recommendat ions  ( the  work  o f  a  Des igna ted

Pro fe s s i ona l  (DP ) ,  r epo r t ing  unde r  the

regu la to r y  r equ i r ement s  o f  the  Nova  Sco t i a

Env i ronment ,  Coas ta l  Zone  Pro tec t i on  Act )

expe r t  t e s t imony  i n  a  l ega l  proceed ing ,

d i scove r y  and /o r  ac tua l  t e s t imony

teach ing  o f  geosc i ence  and  supe r v i s i on  o f

geosc i ence  s tudent s ,  unde rg radua te  o r

g radua te

academic  r e sea rch  i n  geosc i ence ,  tha t  wi l l

o r  may  be  r e l i ed  upon  by  othe r  pro fe s s i ona l s

and /o r  the  pub l i c
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The  spec i a l i zed  educa t i on ,  t r a in ing  and

expe r i ence  r equ i r ed  i n  the  prac t i ce  o f

geosc i ence  a re  r e f l ec ted  and  spec i f i ed  i n  the

Geosc i ence  Pro fe s s i on  Act  and  the  by - l aws  o f

the  Assoc i a t i on  as  wel l  as  gu ide l ine s

e s tab l i shed  by  Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada  and  the

Canad ian  Geosc i ence  Standa rds  Counc i l .

geo log i ca l  su r vey s ;  geochemica l  su r vey s ;

geophys i ca l  su r vey s ;  geomorpho log i ca l

su r vey s

pe t rog raph ic  and  mine ra log i ca l  s tud ie s

mine ra l  exp lo ra t i on ,  as se s sment ,  f ea s ib i l i t y

and  deve lopment  s tud ie s  (meta l l i c  o r  non -

meta l l i c ,  mine ra l s ,  r ocks ,  nuc lea r  o r  f o s s i l

f ue l s ,  prec ious  s tones  and /o r  wate r

re sou rces )

mine ra l  o r  f o s s i l  f ue l ,  o i l  and  gas

exp lo ra t i on ,  as se s sment ,  f ea s ib i l i t y  and

deve lopment

l imes tone ,  coa l ,  gypsum ,  sa l t ,  potash  ( i .e .

i ndus t r i a l  mine ra l s )  exp lo ra t i on  and

deve lopment

mine ra l  o r  pet ro l eum  prope r t y  eva lua t i on

re sou rce  and  r e se r ve  es t imat ion  and

techn ica l  r epo r t ing  ( the  work  o f  a

Qua l i f i ed  Per son  (QP )  as  de f ined  by  the

Canad ian  Secu r i t i e s  Commis s i on ,  Nat iona l

In s t rument  NI  43 - 10 1  and /o r  NI  5 1 - 10 1  and

compan ion  t echn ica l  document s )

Examples  o f  ac t i v i t i e s  unde r taken  by

pro fe s s i ona l  geosc i en t i s t s  who  r equ i r e

l i censu re  to  ca r r y  out  i nc lude ,  but  a re  not

l im i ted  to :
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Because  the  work  o f  a  geosc i en t i s t  i n vo l ve s

ac t i v i t i e s  tha t  gene ra te  i n fo rmat ion  which

o the r s  use ,  and  upon  which  dec i s i ons  a re

made  by  othe r s  tha t  may  a f f ec t  l i f e ,  prope r t y

and  the  natu ra l  env i ronment ,  APGNS

in te rp re t s  a l l  geosc i ence  ac t i v i t i e s  to  r equ i r e

“ the  sa fegua rd ing  o f  pub l i c  wel f a re ,  l i f e ,

hea l th ,  prope r t y  o r  economic  i n te re s t s ” .
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compan ie s ,  pa r tne r sh ip s  and /o r

ind i v idua l s

f i nanc i a l  i n s t i tu t i ons  and  f i nanc i a l

adv i so r s

f ede ra l ,  prov inc i a l  and /o r  munic ipa l

gove rnment  agenc ie s

non -gove rnment  o rgan i za t i ons

f i r s t  nat ions

educa t i ona l  i n s t i tu t i ons

These  ac t i v i t i e s  cou ld  be  unde r taken  o r

ca r r i ed  out  by ,  o r  f o r ,  seve ra l ,  i nc lud ing  but

no t  l im i ted  to :
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Geosc i en t i s t ;  Geo log i s t ;  Geophys i c i s t ;

Geochemis t ;  Geomorpho log i s t ;  Ea r th

Sc ien t i s t ;  Hydrogeo log i s t ;  Env i ronmenta l

Geo log i s t  o r  Env i ronmenta l  Geosc i en t i s t

V i ce -Pres iden t ,  Di rec to r  o r  Manage r  o f

Exp lo ra t i on  o r  Pro jec t s

The  f o l l ow ing  a re  examples  o f  j ob  t i t l e s

tha t  r ep re sen t  to  the  pub l i c ,  r egu la to r s ,  o r

o the r  s t akeho lde r s ,  tha t  an  i nd i v idua l  i s

o f f e r ing  o r  prov id ing  pro fe s s i ona l

geosc i ence  se r v i ce s :

The  use  o f  these ,  o r  any  othe r  j ob  t i t l e s  o r

pos i t i on  des igna t i ons ,  tha t  may  sugges t  to

the  pub l i c  tha t  an  i nd i v idua l  i s  t r a ined  i n

geosc i ence  and  i s  ho ld ing  h imse l f  o r

he r se l f  out  to  be  a  pro fe s s i ona l

geosc i en t i s t ,  i s  i l l ega l ,  un le s s  the  t i t l e

app l i e s  to  an  i nd i v idua l  who  i s  r eg i s t e red  /

l i censed  to  prac t i ce  by  the  Assoc i a t i on  o f

P ro fe s s i ona l  Geosc i en t i s t s  o f  Nova  Sco t i a

unde r  the  Geosc i ence  Pro fe s s i on  Act .



Cabot  L inks ,  one  o f  the  bes t  go l f  cou r se s  i n  the

wor ld ,  i s  on  a  r ec l a imed  coa l  mine !  I t ’ s  a  grea t

example  o f  how  f o rmer  mines /qua r r i e s  can

se r ve  commun i t i e s  i n  othe r  ways  a f te r  min ing

i s  done .

Boot l eg  min ing  had  t aken  p lace  a long

Inve rnes s ’  sho re  f o r  yea r s  wi th  peop le  pry ing  i t

f r om  outc rops  to  hea t  the i r  homes  and  f o r

bu rn ing  i n  the  f o rges  o f  l oca l  b lacksmi ths .

I n  1 863 ,  the  f i r s t  s i gn  o f  s i gn i f i can t  coa l

depos i t s  was  f ound  i n  I n ve rnes s ,  which  was

ca l l ed  Broad  Cove  unt i l  r enamed  i n  1 903 .  John

Bea ton  (Red )  d i scove red  coa l  on  h i s  f a rm  a t  B ig

R i ve r .  He  exposed  the  coa l  f ace  but  I n ve rnes s

l acked  sh ipp ing  o r  r a i l  to  se l l  s i gn i f i can t

quant i t y  o f  coa l  beyond  the  commun i t y  so  l i t t l e

was  done  wi th  the  d i scove r y .

Beaton  so ld  h i s  l and  to  Reve rend  Hugh  Ross

who  opened  a  sma l l  mine  and  so ld  sma l l

amount s  o f  coa l  l oca l l y .

Two  men  named  McCu l l y  and  B lancha rd  t r i ed

o rgan i ze  a  company  i n  London ,  Eng land ,  to

mine  the  coa l  i n  1 866  but  f a i l ed .  F i f t y  tons  were

mined  i n  1 867  but  ac t i v i t y  s t a l l ed  a f te r  tha t .

I t  was  not  unt i l  the  ent rance  o f  two  Moncton

men ,  A lexande r  Wr ight  and  J .  Har r y  Ladd ,  tha t

the  f i r s t  sh ipment s  o f  coa l  were  expo r ted .  I n

1872  they  es tab l i shed  a  min ing  ope ra t i on  a long

the  bank  o f  the  B ig  R i ve r .  

I N V E R N E S S

A N D  C A B O T

L I N K S

B y  S e a n  K i r b y ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,

M i n i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  N o v a  S c o t i a  

They  dammed  the  r i v e r  and  bu i l t  l ock  ga te s  i n

o rde r  to  t r anspo r t  the  coa l  by  l oad ing  i t  on

la rge  scows  capab le  o f  ho ld ing  up  to  1 1  tons

and  f l oa t ing  them  to  open  sea  where  the  coa l

was  then  l oaded  onto  ve s se l s  ancho red  i n

deep  wate r .  The  coa l  was  so ld  i n  Pr ince

Edward  I s l and .Th i s  min ing  ope ra t i on

cont inued  unt i l  1 880  when  the  whar f  was

des t royed  i n  a  majo r  s to rm .  Aga in ,

t r anspo r t ing  the  coa l  was  the  key  obs tac l e .

Massachuse t t s  coa l  merchant  Wi l l i an  Penn

Hussey  bought  the  mine  i n  1 888  f o r  $62 ,500

and  f o rmed  the  Broad  Cove  Coa l  Company

w i th  cap i t a l  f r om  Europe ,  main l y  f r om

Swi t ze r l and .  

Hussey  was  a  co lou r fu l  f i gu re ,  to  say  the  l ea s t .

He  was  desc r ibed  as  a  man  o f  “exces s i ve

we igh t , ”  r ode  a round  on  a  whi te  hor se  wear ing

a  s i x -ga l l on  hat  and  wore  p i s to l s  a t  h i s  s ides .

I t  i s  sa id  tha t  Hussey  had  the  c l i f f s  pa in ted

b lack  to  impres s  a  poten t i a l  Swi s s  i n ve s to r  –

f r om  a  boat ,  i t  l ooked  l i ke  the  c l i f f  was  so l id

coa l !

Hussey ,  c lea r l y  a  man  o f  b ig  i deas ,  so l ved  the

t r anspo r ta t i on  prob lem  by  tu rn ing  Mac I saac ’ s

Pond  i n to  a  ha rbou r .  He  brought  a  dredge

wi th  a  f l ee t  o f  scows  up  f r om  Massachuse t t s

and  cu t  a  channe l  f r om  the  sea  to  the  Pond .
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He  bu i l t  a  breakwate r ,  two  p ie r s  a t  the  mouth

and  a  sh ipp ing  whar f  i n s ide  the  ha rbou r .  He

a l so  l a id  a  na r row -gauge  r a i lway  f r om  the

mine  to  the  sh ipp ing  whar f .  (When  Canad ian

Pub l i c  Works  Min i s te r  I s r ae l  Ta r te  v i s i t ed  the

newly -bu i l t  ha rbou r ,  he  was  r epo r ted l y

su rp r i s ed  to  see  such  i n f r a s t ruc tu re  bu i l t

w i th  no  gove rnment  money ! )

I n ve rnes s  was  booming  wi th  mine r s  and

merchant s .  St ree t s  were  l a id  out  i n  the  l a t e

1890s  and  houses  were  bu i l t  to  accommodate

the  grow ing  popu la t i on .

I n  1 899 ,  Hussey  so ld  the  mine  to  the

Inve rnes s  Ra i lway  and  Coa l  Company  which

was  run  by  Wi l l i am  MacKenz ie  and  Dona ld

Mann .  They  were  succes s fu l  r a i lway  men ,  sa id

to  have  bu i l t  an  ave rage  o f  a  mi le  o f  r a i lway

pe r  day  th roughout  much  o f  Canada  –  l a rge l y

a t  pub l i c  expense .

They  bu i l t  the  I n ve rnes s  Ra i lway  to  ca r r y  coa l

and  pas senge r s ,  secu r ing  a  subs idy  o f  $6400

per  mi le  f r om  the  f ede ra l  gove rnment ,  $4000

per  mi le  f r om  the  Nova  Sco t i a  gove rnment

and  $2000  per  mi le  f r om  I n ve rnes s  County .

The  p i t ch  to  gove rnment s  was  tha t  they

wou ld  bu i ld  a  r a i lway  f r om  Po in t  Tuppe r  to

Chet i camp ,  a  d i s tance  o f  100  mi le s .  Howeve r ,

they  s topped  once  the  r a i l  l i ne  r eached  the i r

coa l  mine  i n  I n ve rnes s  -  about  60  mi le s  on l y .  

I N V E R N E S S  A N D  T H E  C A B O T

L I N K S

C O N T I N U E D

They  then  tu rned  the i r  a t ten t i on  to  f u r the r

deve lop ing  the  mine .  A  new  s l ope  was  dug ,  ove r

1 50  mine r s ’  houses  were  bu i l t  and  a  new  p lan t

was  i n s ta l l ed .  Fo r  a  dozen  yea r s ,  they  produced

about  1000  tons  o f  coa l  per  day .  I n  the  ea r l y

1900s ,  1 4  ca r s  o f  coa l  per  day  were  sh ipped  f r om

Inve rnes s  to  p ie r s  a t  Por t  Has t ings .  

I n ve rnes s  was  i nco rpo ra ted  i n  1 904  and  the  town

had  a  popu la t i on  o f  3000  a t  the  t ime .  The  mine

employed  482  men  who  ea rned  $ 1 .25  per  day .  By

19 17 ,  725  men  worked  i n  the  mine .

The  mine  cont inued  to  ope ra te  i n to  the  1 960s

when  i t  shu t  down  f o r  good .  

S ince  Cabot  L inks  opened ,  i t  has  se r ved  as  an

economic  eng ine  f o r  the  town  and  the  r eg ion ,

much  l i ke  the  coa l  mine  d id  a  centu r y  ea r l i e r  –

c rea t ing  j obs ,  oppor tun i t y  and  i n ve s tment  tha t

have  r e inv igo ra ted  the  a rea .  I t  i l l u s t r a te s  how

fo rmer  mines  can  cont inue  to  se r ve  commun i t i e s

a f t e r  min ing  i s  done .  

W .P .  Hussey ,  who  p layed  such  a  key  r o l e  i n

mak ing  the  I n ve rnes s  mine  succes s fu l ,  r e tu rned

to  h i s  home  i n  Danve r s ,  Massachuse t t s ,  a f te r  he

le f t  Cape  Bre ton .  He  d ied  the re  i n  1 9 10  a t  the  age

o f  63 .  Hi s  l a s t  wish  was  to  have  h i s  body

mummi f i ed  and  p laced  i n  a  g la s s  case  d i sp layed

in  a  s t and ing  pos i t i on  on  the  l awn  a t  h i s  es ta te .  I t

d idn ’ t  happen .  He  was  i n s tead  bur i ed  i n  Harmony

Grove  Cemete r y .  Hussey  wou ld  not  be  ent i r e l y

d i sappo in ted  though  -  a  s t a tue  o f  h im  r i d ing  h i s

ho r se  marks  the  s i t e .
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N o v a  S c o t i a ’ s  o n l i n e  m i n e r a l  r i g h t s  ma n a g em e n t  s y s t em ,  N o v a R O C ,  h a s  b e e n

u p d a t e d .  T h e  n e w  H TM L 5  t e c h n o l o g y  w i l l  ma i n t a i n  s e c u r i t y  a n d  p r o v i d e  b e t t e r

f u n c t i o n a l i t y  o n  mo r e  d e v i c e s ,  a n d  r e p l a c e s  t h e  p r e v i o u s  a n d  o u t d a t e d  A d o b e  F l a s h

t e c h n o l o g y .  T h e  ma p  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  e n h a n c e d  w i t h  C r o w n  l a n d s  a n d  p r o p e r t y

b o u n d a r i e s .

F o r  mo r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t  u s  a t :  N o v a R O C @ n o v a s c o t i a . c a  o r  ( 9 0 2 )  4 2 4 - 4 0 6 8 .

NOVAROC UPDATE
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The GeoGazette is having a photo contest:

We want to feature your photos in our next issue. 

Rules:

1) The photos should be taken in Nova Scotia

2) The photos can be geology related (outdoors or indoors)

3) A little description to the photo and photographer's name

 

1st prize: Featured on the Front page

2nd and 3rd prize: Featured within newsletter. 

(the rest will be recognized and put in the newsletters throughout the year)

 
All photos submit to fgallacher@dillon.ca

PhotoPhoto

100 Wild Islands
(Captured by Noah

Booth)
Drone photography 
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GEOSCIENTISTS NS IS ON SOCIAL MEDIA
FOLLOW US ON LINKEDIN:

HTTPS://WWW.LINKEDIN.COM/COMPANY/GEOSCIENTISTS-NOVA-SOTIA/
FOLLOW ON TWITTER:
@GEOSCIENTISTSNS

(HTTPS://TWITTER.COM/GEOSCIENTISTSNS)
 

 
CONTACT US
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ENFIELD, NOVA SCOTIA
B2T 1C6

 
OFFICE: 902-420-9928

WWW.GEOSCIENTISTSNS.CA
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND REGISTRAR
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