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EDITOR'S
LETTER

Welcome to your December edition of the GeoGazette. I hope you can sit
down, grab a cup of your favourite holiday drink and have a read through
the last newsletter of 2021.  

As many of us were thankful for the year 2020 to be behind us, some may
think the same way for 2021. But here's the thing, 2021 was an impressive
year; the government held provincial and federal elections, vaccines were
rolled out across the country and we were able to live a semi-normal
existence again with students back in school and sports; offices starting
to see the return of employees. So in reflection, it was a good "enough"
year. Here's to positive thoughts that 2022 will be even better. 

This newsletter has an arrangement of topics that we wanted to bring
forward. We have contributions to our University Corner, An interview
with a member and news in our community. 

We are pleased to provide this issue of the GeoGazette. Please feel free to
reach out to us with suggestions, articles and great photos to share in the
next issue at fgallacher@dillon.ca.

So, go grab a cup of your favourite holiday drink and have a lovely read.
Stay safe and healthy this holiday season. 

Respectfully, Fiona Gallacher, P.Geo.
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202 1  has  ce r ta in l y  prov ided  us  wi th  l o t s  o f  ups

and  downs -  prov inc i a l  and  f ede ra l  e lec t i ons ,

cont inued  g loba l  pandemic ,  vacc ina t i on  r o l l -

out  and  eas ing  o f  r e s t r i c t i ons ,  c l imate - r e l a ted

d i sa s te r s… su f f i ce  to  say  we ’ r e  probab l y  a l l

op t im i s t i c  f o r  a  l e s s  s t r e s s fu l  2022 .

F R O M  T H E

P R E S I D E N T ' S

D E S K D a n  P a r k e r . ,  P . G e o .

With  tha t  sa id ,  howeve r ,  seve ra l  cha l l enges  i n

f r on t  o f  us  h igh l i gh t  the  impor tan t  r o l l

Geosc i ence  wi l l  p lay  i n  soc i e t y  mov ing

fo rwa rd .  Ene rgy  t r ans i t i ons ,  mine ra l

deve lopment s ,  wate r  pro tec t i on  and

remed ia t i on ,  c l imate  mit iga t i on /adapta t i on  ( +

more )  wi l l  a l l  have  s i gn i f i can t  Geosc i ence

component s  tha t  r equ i r e  h igh l y  t echn ica l  and

out s ide - the -box  so lu t i ons .  Why  do  I  ment ion

th i s ?  Most l y  because  i t ’ s  an  exc i t i ng  t ime  to

be  a  Pro fe s s i ona l  Geosc i en t i s t ,  but  a l so

because  i t  unde r sco re s  the  impor tance  o f

hav ing  a  se l f - r egu la ted  pro fe s s i ona l

a s soc i a t i on  as  the  backbone  to  our  work  to

ensu re  h igh  s t anda rds  o f  geosc i ence  prac t i ce

and  educa t i on  i n  Nova  Sco t i a .

Ove r  the  pas t  f ew  months  we ’ ve  been  busy

push ing  our  s t r a teg i c  i t ems  f o rwa rd  and

mak ing  changes  to  improve  the  ove ra l l

ope ra t i on  o f  the  Assoc i a t i on  i n  the  l ong  t e rm :

We  changed  f i nanc i a l  i n s t i tu t i ons  to  the

Cred i t  Un ion  to  improve  our  day - to -day

bank ing  and  i n ve s tment  oppor tun i t i e s ,

which  a l so  i n vo l ved  modi f y ing  our  webs i t e

fo r  on l ine  payment s  wi th  i n ten t  to  improve

webs i t e  conten t  i n  the  l ong  t e rm .  

Rober t  Cuthbe r t  (V -Pres )  has  i n i t i a ted  the

p roces s  o f  deve lop ing  our  5  yea r  s t r a teg i c

p lan  f o r  2022 /23  and  beyond  (more  on  tha t

in  f u tu re  commun ica t i ons  as  i t  deve lops ) .

Member s  pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  a  sa l a r y  su r vey ,

which  we  a re  cu r ren t l y  r e v i ew ing  wi th  the

company  tha t  unde r took  the  su r vey  and

hope  to  sha re  the  r e su l t s  i n  sho r t  o rde r .

The  Env i ronment  Commi t tee  unde r took  a

tho rough  r e v i ew  o f  Nova  Sco t i a

Env i ronment  &  C l imate  Change  proposed

Coas ta l  Pro tec t i on  Act  and  Regu la t i ons ,  and

we  have  prov ided  comments  to

gove rnment .

Dav id  Car te r  (Execut i ve  Di rec to r  and

Reg i s t r a r )  cont inues  to  work  on  the

rev i s i ons  to  the  Geosc i ence  Pro fe s s i on  Act

and  the  new  Geosc i ence  Prac t i ce

Regu la t i ons  wi th  Dept  o f  Natu ra l  Resou rces

and  Renewab le s .

We  deve loped  and  approved  a

comprehens i ve  budget  f o r  the  2023

ca lenda r  yea r ,  wi th  a  mandate  to  improve

competency  and  CPD  as se s sment  mov ing

fo rwa rd .

Respec t fu l l y ,  

Dan  Pa rke r ,  P .Geo .

APGNS  Pres iden t
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I f  you ’d  l i ke  add i t i ona l  i n fo rmat ion  per ta in ing

to  any  o f  the  above ,  o r  any th ing  e l se  r e l a ted

to  the  Assoc i a t i on ,  p lease  don ’ t  hes i t a te  to

reach  out  to  myse l f ,  Dav id ,  o r  a  Counc i l

member .  I n  add i t i on ,  i f  you ’d  l i ke  to  get  more

invo l ved  wi th  the  Assoc i a t i on  we ’d  l o ve  to

hea r  f r om  you !  We ’ r e  a lways  l ook ing  f o r  new  o r

f ami l i a r  f ace s  to  j o in  our  Counc i l ,  commi t tees ,

o r  he lp  out  wi th  commun ica t i ons  and  event s .

La s t l y ,  I  wanted  to  t ake  the  t ime  to  wish  a l l  o f

ou r  member s  a  sa fe  and  happy  ho l iday .  I  hope

you  get  t ime  to  r e l ax  and  r echa rge  wi th

f r i ends  and  f ami l y  and  l ook  f o rwa rd  to

connec t ing  i n  2022 .



F R O M  T H E

R E G I S T R A R ' S

D E S K

2 0 2 2  P r o f e s s i o n a l  R e g i s t r a t i o n  i n v o i c e s

You  have  probab l y  r ece i ved  you r  2022

Pro fe s s i ona l  Reg i s t r a t i on  Fees  (P .Geo . ,  LTP ,  MIT

and  Cer t i f i ca te  o f  Autho r i za t i on )  i n vo i ce .  We

st r i ve  to  have  these  de l i ve red  by  ea r l y

November ,  howeve r ,  due  to  some  s t a f f i ng

i s sues ,  they  were  de layed  th i s  yea r .  They  a re

schedu led  to  be  sen t  out  be fo re  the  end  o f

November .  I f  you  have  not  r ece i ved  you r  2022

invo i ce ,  I  encou rage  you  to  r each  out  wi th  an

addres s  update  as  soon  as  poss ib l e .  I f  you  have

ques t i ons  o r  comments  o r  sugges t i ons ,  p lease

do  not  hes i t a te  to  contac t  me  a t

r e g i s t r a r @ g e o s c i e n t i s t s n s . c a .

As  per  the  by - l aws ,  i t  i s  the  r eg i s t r an t ’ s

ob l i ga t i on  to  ensu re  tha t  pro fe s s i ona l  f ee s  a re

pa id  on  o r  be fo re  December  3 1 s t .  Af te r  tha t

da te ,  l a t e  payment  f ee s  wi l l  be  app l i ed .

The  r epo r t ing  f o rms  f o r  Cont inu ing  Pro fe s s i ona l

Deve lopment  (CPD )  have  been  de layed  as  wel l

ou t  i t  i s  ant i c ipa ted  tha t  they  wi l l  be  sen t  out

in  December .

Consu l t i ng  f i rms ;

Loca l  gove rnment ;

Manu fac tu re s ;  and

So le  Prac t i t i one r s .

Those  member s  who  f o l l ow  the  va r i ous  min ing

and /o r  env i ronmenta l  j ou rna l s  may  have

not i ced  r epo r t s  o r  adve r t i s ement s  i nd i ca t ing

tha t  Eng inee r s  and  Geosc i en t i s t s  Br i t i sh

Co lumbia  (EGBC )  has  a  new  r equ i r ement  f o r  a

Pe rmi t  to  Prac t i ce .  Tha t  means ,  wi th  the

except ion  o f  Quebec ,  (as  wel l  as  Yukon  and  PE I

whe re  geosc i ence  i s  not  a  r egu la ted  pro fe s s i on ) ,

co rpo ra te  r eg i s t r a t i on  i s  r equ i r ed  ac ro s s

Canada .  Geosc i en t i s t s  Nova  Sco t i a  ca l l s  i t  a

Ce r t i f i ca te  o f  Autho r i za t i on  but  i t  has  s im i l a r

r equ i r ement s  and  ob l iga t i ons  to  the  othe r

ju r i sd i c t i ons .

Under  the  BC  Pro fe s s i ona l  Gove rnance  Act ,

o rgan i za t i ons  tha t  engage  i n  the  prac t i ce  o f

p ro fe s s i ona l  geosc i ence  i n  BC  must  r eg i s t e r  f o r

a  Permi t  to  Prac t i ce  as  o f  September  30 ,  202 1 .  A

Permi t  to  Prac t i ce  gran t s  o rgan i za t i ons  the

lega l  autho r i t y  to  prac t i ce  i n  BC  j u s t  as  the

Ce r t i f i ca te  o f  Autho r i za t i on  does  i n  Nova  Sco t i a .

I n  f ac t ,  EGBC  spec i f i e s  tha t  a l l  o rgan i za t i ons  i n

the  pub l i c  and  pr i va te  sec to r  tha t  engage  i n

geosc i ence  as  pa r t  o f  the i r  ope ra t i ons ,  even  i f

the se  se r v i ce s  a re  on l y  prov ided  i n te rna l l y  i s

i nc luded .  Th i s  i nc ludes :

P A G E  4  |  G E O G A Z E T T E

Photo from: David C. Carter
Icebergs

D a v i d  C .  C a r t e r ,  P . G e o . , F G C .

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  a n d  R e g i s t r a r

T h e  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  A u t h o r i z a t i o n  ( P e r m i t  t o
P r a c t i c e )

Geosc i en t i s t s  Nova  Sco t i a  r egu la te s

geosc i ence  prac t i ce  and  r eg i s t e r s  i nd i v idua l

geosc i en t i s t s  and  co rpo ra te  bod ie s  who  o f f e r ,

prov ide ,  unde r take  geosc i ence  work .  Th i s

inc ludes  a  so l e  prac t i t i one r ,  an  i nd i v idua l

geosc i en t i s t  who  o f f e r s  se r v i ce s  unde r  a

co rpo ra te  i den t i f i ca t i on .

At  a  r ecen t  Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada  meet ing ,

EGBC  r epo r ted  tha t  they  had  ant i c ipa ted  2700

app l i ca t i ons .  I n  f ac t ,  i n  th ree  months ,  they

have  3500  app l i ca t i ons .

mailto:registrar@geoscientistsns.ca


T h e  C O V I D - 1 9  r e s p o n s e  a n d  u p d a t e

The  Geosc i en t i s t s  Nova  Sco t i a  o f f i ce  r ema ins

c lo sed  to  the  pub l i c .  As  the  COVID - 1 9

pandemic  un fo lds  and  the  g loba l  s i tua t i on

cont inues  to  change  r ap id l y ,  our  top  pr io r i t y

r ema ins  the  hea l th ,  sa fe t y  and  wel l -be ing  o f

the  pub l i c ,  our  r eg i s t r an t s  and  our  s t a f f  and

vo lun tee r s .  We  cont inue  to  moni to r  the  s t a tu s

o f  COVID - 1 9  and  the  prov inc i a l  s t a te  o f

emergency .  Our  cont ingency  p lann ing  i s  l ed

by  pub l i c  hea l th  adv i ce  f r om  prov inc i a l  and

fede ra l  r egu la to r s .  We  a re  mak ing  eve r y  e f fo r t

to  ensu re  th i s  s i tua t i on  does  not  impac t  the

qua l i t y  o f  se r v i ce  and  suppor t  tha t  we  a re

p rov id ing  to  our  r eg i s t r an t s .

Meet ings  o f  the  Counc i l ,  Admis s i ons  Boa rd ,

St ra teg i c  P lann ing  Task  Group  and

commi t tees  have  met  us ing  v i r tua l  so f twa re

and  tha t  wi l l  cont inue  i n to  2022 .  At  th i s  t ime ,

we  wi l l  l im i t  i n -per son  meet ings  whereve r

pos s ib l e .  We  encou rage  you  to  be  i n  touch

wi th  us ,  as  you  have  done ,  by  ema i l  o r

te l ephone .  Wheneve r  poss ib l e ,  we  wi l l

conduc t  bus ines s  by  t e l ephone ,  ema i l  o r

v ideo  con fe renc ing .

We  wi l l  cont inue  to  work  f r om  our  home

o f f i ce s  as  much  as  poss ib l e .  Fo r  r eg i s t r an t s

and  app l i can t s ,  we  wi l l  cont inue  to  moni to r ,

proces s  and  r e spond  to  ema i l ,  t e l ephone  and

regu la r  pos ta l  commun ica t i ons  i n  as  t ime l y  a

manne r  as  poss ib l e .  We  wi l l  cont inue  to

p roces s  app l i ca t i ons ,  r e f e rences ,  CPD  r epo r t s ,

f ee s  payment s  and  i n fo rmat ion  r eques t s ,  e tc .

Reg i s t r an t s  shou ld  note  tha t  the  CPD

requ i r ement s  f o r  2020  and  202 1  wi l l  r e f l ec t

the  cu r ren t  c i r cumstances .

C O N T I N U E D
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We  apprec i a te  you r  pat i ence  dur ing  these

d i f f i cu l t  and  eve r -chang ing  t imes  as  we

ca re fu l l y  moni to r  the  pub l i c  hea l th  r i s k .  We

apprec i a te  you r  unde r s tand ing  i n  these

unce r ta in  t imes  and  we  wish  you  and  you r

f ami l i e s  cont inued  good  hea l th  and  t ake  the

neces sa r y  s teps  to  s t ay  sa fe .

I f  you  have  ques t i ons ,  p lease  contac t  me  a t

e x e c . d i r e c t o r @ g e o s c i e n t i s t s n s . c a  o r  a t

( 9 0 2 )  4 2 0 - 9 9 2 8 .

D a v i d  C .  C a r t e r ,  P . G e o . , F G C .

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  a n d  R e g i s t r a r

R e g i s t r a t i o n

I n  t r y ing  to  make  sense  o f  the  impac t  tha t

the  COVID - 1 9  pandemic  and  the  r e sponse  has

had  on  pro fe s s i ona l  r eg i s t r a t i on  number s ,  the

tab le  be low  presen t s  the  cu r ren t  r eg i s t r a t i on

da ta  a long  wi th  2020  f o r  compar i son .

The  to ta l  number  o f  r eg i s t r an t s  i n  202 1 ,  as

shown  i n  the  t ab le  be low ,  i s  up

approx imate l y  1 4%  ove r  2020 ,  f i na l l y  break ing

the  g la s s  ce i l i ng  a t  300 .  P .Geo .  and  MIT

number s  as  wel l  as  Cer t i f i ca te  o f

Autho r i za t i on  number s  have  i nc rea sed ,  which

i s  encou rag ing  f o r  the  f u tu re  o f  the

As soc i a t i on .  Howeve r ,  the  r ea l i t y  i s  tha t  many

app l i can t s  r eg i s t e r  i n  Nova  Sco t i a  because

they  have  a t tended  un i ve r s i t y  he re ,  and  once

reg i s te red ,  they  move  on  to  anothe r  work -

r e l a ted  des t ina t i on .  The re  i s  s t i l l  a  cha l l enge

in  c rea t ing  pro fe s s i ona l  j obs  i n  Nova  Sco t i a .

Photo from: David C. Carter
Icebergs

mailto:exec.director@geoscientistsns.ca


2 0 2 1  S a l a r y  a n d  B e n e f i t s  S u r v e y  u p d a t e

The  Geosc i en t i s t s  Nova  Sco t i a  202 1  Sa la r y  and

Bene f i t s  Sur vey ,  (Geosc i ence )  was  done  i n

coope ra t i on  wi th  Newfound land  and  Lab rado r

and  New  Brunsw ick  has  been  comple ted  and

a  dra f t  r epo r t  has  been  submi t ted .  The  su r vey

was  pa r t  o f  a  l a rge r  Eng inee r ing  Sur vey  tha t

a l so  i n vo l ved  Nova  Sco t i a ,  New  Brunsw ick ,

PE I  and  Newfound land  and  Lab rado r .

The  DRAFT  r epo r t ,  prepa red  by  C lea r  P ic tu re ,

has  been  r ece i ved  and  wi l l  be  r e v i ewed  and

f ina l i zed  and  pos ted  on  the  webs i t e .  The  550

member s  were  asked  to  pa r t i c ipa te  i n  the

su r vey  wi th  1 83  r e spond ing ,  a  33%

pa r t i c ipa t i on  r a te .  A  to ta l  o f  40%  o f  our

member s  r e sponded ,  a  40%  r e sponse  r a te

and  they  ca l cu la ted  the  marg in  o f  e r ro r  a t

10 .4% .

T h e  E a r t h  R i n g  C e r e m o n y  u p d a t e

P lann ing  i s  unde rway  f o r  the  Ea r th  R ing

Ce remony  ( the  I nga the r ing  o f  the  R i tua l  o f

the  Ca l l i ng )  f o r  geosc i en t i s t s  i n  Nova  Sco t i a .

I t  has  not  been  f i na l i zed  ye t ,  the  ce remony

may  be  i n -per son  o r  v i r tua l .  

C O N T I N U E D
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Respec t fu l l y ,  

Dav id  C .  Car te r ,  P .Geo . ,  FGC .

Execut i ve  Di rec to r  and  Reg i s t r a r

D a v i d  C .  C a r t e r ,  P . G e o . , F G C .

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  a n d  R e g i s t r a r

The  ce remony  wi l l  l i ke l y  be  i n  ea r l y  Apr i l  2022

and  not i ce s  wi l l  be  c i r cu l a ted  wel l  i n  advance .

I f  you  a re  i n te re s ted  i n  r ece i v ing  an  Ea r th

R ing ,  p lease  contac t  Pat r i ck  Rya l l ,  P .Geo . ,  FGC

at  P a t r i c k . R y a l l @ D a l . C a .

The  r i tua l  i s  a  f o rma l  ce remony  which

geosc i en t i s t s  a t tend  vo lun ta r i l y .  Pa r t i c ipa t i on  i s

l im i ted  to  those  s tudent s  who  a re  about  to

g radua te  wi th  a  geosc i ence  degree  and

prac t i c ing  geosc i en t i s t s  who  wou ld  l i ke  to  get  a

r ing .  The  Ea r th  R ing  i s  not  a  r equ i r ement  f o r

p ro fe s s i ona l  r eg i s t r a t i on .  Geosc i en t i s t s  Nova

Sco t i a  pa r t i c ipa te s  i n  and  suppor t s  the

Ce remony .

The  R i tua l  i s  s t ruc tu red  to  g i ve  geosc i en t i s t s  a

s t rong  sense  o f  the i r  r e spons ib i l i t y  to  the

pub l i c ,  the i r  pee r s ,  the i r  pro fe s s i on ,  and

themse l ve s .  More  than  650  geosc i en t i s t s  i n  Nova

Sco t i a  have  made  the  commi tment s  and  have

rece i ved  an  Ea r th  R ing .

The  Ea r th  R ing  ce remony  i s  about  a  ca l l i ng  to

se r v i ce . I t  s i gn i f i e s  tha t  the  pa r t i c ipan t  has

jo ined  a  pro fe s s i on  ded ica ted  to  seek ing  the

t ru th  i n  Ea r th  Sc ience  and  app l y ing  th i s  to  the

se r v i ce  o f  peop le .  I t  i s  an  honourab le  pro fe s s i on

w i th  a  l ong  t r ad i t i on  o f  se r v i ce .

Photo from: David C. Carter
Icebergs

mailto:Patrick.Ryall@Dal.Ca


S T R A T E G I C

P L A N N I N G

P lann ing  i s  an  impor tan t  component  f o r  the

As soc i a t i on  to  ensu re  we  a re  th ink ing  about

and  prepa r ing  f o r  change .  The  s t r a teg i c

p lann ing  proces s  has  been  used  to  ga the r

f eedback  f r om  member s  and  i n fo rm  Counc i l  on

the  d i rec t i on  f o r  cont inuous  improvement  o f

ou r  Assoc i a t i on .  Tha t  proces s  was  employed  to

p repa re  the  cu r ren t  2017 -2022  St ra teg i c  P lan .

 

Counc i l  has  t a sked  the  St ra teg i c  P lann ing  Task

Group  to  r e v i ew  the  cu r ren t  p lan  and  make

recommendat ions  to  r enew  i t .  On  beha l f  o f

Counc i l ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  thank  the  member s  f o r

vo lun tee r ing  the i r  t ime  to  pa r t i c ipa te  i n  th i s

Ta sk  Group :  Wren  Bruce ,  P .Geo . ,  Jamie  Burns ,

P .Geo . ,  Dav id  Car te r ,  P .Geo ,  FGC ,  (Execut i ve

D i rec to r  and  Reg i s t r a r ) ,  Dan  Pa rke r ,  P .Geo .

(Pres iden t ) ,  Je f f  Pa rk s ,  P .Geo . ,  FGC  (pas t -

Pres iden t )  J im  Reeves ,  P .Geo . ,  (Counc i l l o r ) ,

Pete r  Roge r s ,  P .Geo . ,  and  Beve r l y  Smi th ,  P .Geo . ,

FGC  (pas t -Pres iden t ) .
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R o b e r t  C u t h b e r t ,  P . G e o .

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C h a i r  o f  t h e

S t r a t e g i c  P l a n n i n g  T a s k  G r o u p

At  the  t ime  o f  wr i t i ng  th i s  r epo r t ,  we  a re

deve lop ing  a  su r vey  o f  our  Reg i s t r an t s  to  so l i c i t

f eedback ,  comments ,  ques t i ons ,  sugges t i ons ,

e tc . ,  f o r  the  r e v i sed  p lan .  The  f i r s t  ac t i on  by  the

Task  Group  i s  tha t  the  nex t  p lann ing  per iod

shou ld  be  sho r tened  f r om  f i v e  yea r s  to  th ree .

So ,  the  Task  Group  wi l l  presen t  a  2022 –2025

S t ra teg i c  P lan  and  schedu le  an  annua l  r e v i ew

by  the  v i ce -Pres iden t  who  wi l l  r epo r t  to

Counc i l .  The  Task  Group  f e l t  a  comprehens i ve

rev i ew ,  on  a  th ree -yea r  cyc le ,  wi l l  bet te r

pos i t i on  the  Assoc i a t i on  to  i den t i f y  and

respond  to  change .  The  sho r te r  r e v i ew  per iod

w i l l  s t i l l  a l l ow  the  Assoc i a t i on  to  eva lua te  l ong

te rm  ob jec t i ve s  and  dec ide  i f  change  i n  scope ,

pr io r i t y  o r  d i rec t i on  a re  r equ i r ed ;  o r  i f  we  a re

on  t r ack  to  meet  our  ob jec t i ve s .

 

I  hope  you  have  t aken  some  t ime  to  cons ide r

comple t ing  the  su r vey  and  we  l ook  f o rwa rd  to

p rov id ing  you  wi th  a  copy  o f  the  nex t  s t r a teg i c

p lan  document  a t  the  2022  AGM .  I f  you  have

ques t i ons ,  comments ,  o r  sugges t i ons ,  p lease

d i r ec t  them  to  Dav id  Car te r ,  a t  902 -420 -9928  o r

e x e c . d i r e c t o r @ g e o s c i e n t i s t s n s . c a .

Respec t fu l l y ,  

Rober t  Cuthbe r t ,  P .Geo .

V ice -Pres iden t  and  Cha i r  o f  the  St ra teg i c

P lann ing  Task  Group

mailto:exec.director@geoscientistsns.ca


Repor t s  (Pres iden t ,  Execut i ve  Commi t tee ,

CEO ,  T reasu re r )  

2022  Work  P lan  and  2022  Budget

Canad ian  Geosc i ence  Standa rds  Counc i l

(CGSC )

Dra f t  Canad ian  Work -Env i ronment

Expe r i ence  Competenc ie s  (CWEC ) ,

Asses sment  Rubr i c  and  CWEC  App l i can t

Gu idance

S ince  be ing  appo in ted  to  the  r o l e  as  Di rec to r

fo r  Nova  Sco t i a ,  I ’ ve  had  the  oppor tun i t y  to

a t tend  two  Boa rd  o f  Di rec to r s  meet ings

( v i r tua l l y )  i n  September  and  November .   We  a re

hop ing  to  meet  f ace  to  f ace  aga in  soon ,  but

rea l i ze  th i s  l i ke l y  won ’ t  be  poss ib l e  unt i l  the

sp r ing  o f  2022 .   Andrea  Wald ie ,  P .Geo . ,  CEO  o f

Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada ,  prov ides  f r equent

update s  to  the  member s  o f  the  Boa rd  on  r ecen t

ac t i v i t i e s  o f  the  CEO  and  Pres iden t  (Kev in

Ansde l l ,  P .Geo .  -  Saska tchewan  Di rec to r ) .  

 Desp i te  the  ongo ing  pandemic ,  th ings  keep

mov ing  f o rwa rd !

The  r o l e  o f  each  Di rec to r  i s  to  be  a

rep re sen ta t i ve  o f  the  geosc i ence  pro fe s s i on .  

 Di rec to r s  a re  to  s t ay  i n fo rmed  and  pa r t i c ipa te

in  two -way  engagement ,  which  i n  gene ra l

r e f e r s  to  keep ing  the i r  Cons t i tuen t  Assoc i a t i on

(CA )  appr i sed  o f  the  i s sues  f ac ing  the  Boa rd

and  i n  tu rn  r e l a y ing  the  pos i t i on  o f  the i r  CA  on

any  pa r t i cu l a r  i s sue  to  Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada .

At  the  most  r ecen t  Boa rd  meet ing ,  the  agenda

inc luded  the  f o l l ow ing :

B e v e r l e y  S m i t h ,  P . G e o . ,  F G C .

N o v a  S c o t i a  D i r e c t o r ,  G e o s c i e n t i s t s

C a n a d a .
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G E O S C I E N T I S T S

C A N A D A

D I R E C T O R

U P D A T E

Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada  Commi t tees /Task

Fo rces

D i rec to r s ’  Repor t s

An  oppor tun i t y  f o r  Di rec to r s  to  h igh l i gh t

ac t i v i t i e s  o f  the i r  CA ,  r ecen t  r egu la to r y

changes  tha t  impac t  the i r  pro fe s s i on  and

any  r ecommendat ions / sugges t i ons  to  the

CEO  o r  Boa rd

A  new  Lands  Acknowledgement  Task  Fo rce  was

es tab l i shed ,  which  I  wi l l  be  pa r t i c ipa t ing  i n

a long  wi th  De l  Fe rguson  (Br i t i sh  Co lumbia

D i rec to r )  and  George  Eynon  (A lbe r ta  Di rec to r ) .  

 Th i s  t a sk  f o r ce  wi l l  r e v i ew  es tab l i shed

gu idance  f r om  othe r  nat iona l  pro fe s s i ona l

o rgan i za t i ons  i n  Canada ,  as  wel l  as  f eedback

f rom  F i r s t  Nat ions  on  deve lop ing  hea r t f e l t ,

authent i c  acknowledgement s ,  then  dra f t

i n fo rmed  gu idance  f o r  use  a t  i n -per son

Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada  meet ings  wi th  sample

l and  acknowledgement  s t a tement s  presen ted .

George  and  I  a re  a l so  member s  o f  the

P ro fe s s i ona l  Prac t i ce  Commi t tee ,  which  met  i n

November ,  to  r e v i ew  CA  r e sponses  to  a  dra f t

e th i c s  and  gu idance  document .  The  document

was  prepa red  by  Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada  to  r a i s e

awarenes s  o f  the  e th i ca l  prac t i ce  r equ i r ement s

fo r  geosc i en t i s t s  work ing  i n  Canada ,  wi th

longe r  t e rm  p lans  to  deve lop  th i s  i n to  a  sho r t

cou r se .  The  document  wi l l  most  l i ke l y  be

renamed  to  avo id  con f l i c t i ng  wi th  i nd i v idua l

CA  Code  o f  Eth i c s ,  which  a re  b ind ing  and  to  be

fo l l owed  by  geosc i ence  prac t i t i one r s  whi l e

work ing  i n  a  pa r t i cu l a r  prov ince .



C O N T I N U E D
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B e v e r l e y  S m i t h ,  P . G e o . ,  F G C .

N o v a  S c o t i a  D i r e c t o r ,  G e o s c i e n t i s t s  C a n a d a .

An  exc i t i ng  Cont inu ing  Pro fe s s i ona l

Deve lopment  (CPD )  oppor tun i t y  was  r ecen t l y

announced  by  Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada :

Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada  has  comple ted  the

purchase  o f  a  2 -yea r  l i cence  f o r  the

G e o l o g i z e  L t d .  ‘ P r a c t i c a l
G e o c o m m u n i c a t i o n  C o u r s e ’ .   Th i s  cou r se ,

which  i s  a  grea t  CPD  oppor tun i t y ,  wi l l  be

ava i l ab le  to  a l l  o f  Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada ’ s

Cons t i tuen t  Assoc i a t i ons  (CAs )  f o r  f r ee

s ta r t i ng  Janua r y  5 th ,  2022 .

W h a t  d o e s  t h i s  m e a n ?   Th i s  means  tha t  a l l

CAs  ac ro s s  Canada  ( such  as ,  Geosc i en t i s t s

Nova  Sco t i a )  wi l l  have  f r ee  acces s  unt i l

J anua r y  5 th ,  2024 .   Th i s  i nc ludes  r eg i s te red

geosc i ence  pro fe s s i ona l s ,  GIT s /  MITs  and

s tudent  member s .   Fu r the r ,  Geosc i en t i s t s

Canada  has  negot i a ted  tha t  the  cou r se  wi l l

a l so  be  ava i l ab le  f o r  f r ee  to  a l l  pro fe s s i ona l

eng inee r  member s ,  E IT s  and  eng inee r ing

s tudent  member s  o f  the  combined

geosc i ence  and  eng inee r ing  CAs .

W h a t  i s  i t ?  The  P r a c t i c a l
G e o c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o u r s e  i s  an

approx imate l y  10 -hour  on l ine  cou r se  (wi th  the

ab i l i t y  to  save  and  r e tu rn  to  the  cou r se  a t  any

t ime ) .  

A  ce r t i f i ca te  i s  ava i l ab le  upon  comple t i on  o f

the  cou r se .  S ince  c lea r  and  approp r i a te

commun ica t i on  o f  geosc i ence  and

eng inee r ing  to  the  pub l i c  i s  a  key  e lement  o f

fu l f i l l i ng  pro fe s s i ona l  e th i ca l  ob l iga t i ons ,  th i s

cou r se  prov ides  gu idance  on

geocommun ica t i ons  and  addres se s

top i c s / themes ,  such  as :

Respec t fu l l y ,  

Beve r l e y  Smi th ,  P .Geo . ,  FGC .

Nova  Sco t i a  Di rec to r ,

Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada .

Why  commun ica t ing  the  geosc i ences  i s

impor tan t ,  wi th  case  s tud ie s

demons t ra t ing  the  e th i ca l  ob l iga t i on  to

commun ica te .

Neuro logy  to  o ra t ing .  The  sc i ence  and

prac t i ce  o f  e f f ec t i ve  commun ica t i on  i n  the

geosc i ences .

The  power  o f  ana logy  and  l i ngu i s t i c  too l s .

Geo log i z ing  and  t r anspos ing  geosc i en t i f i c

con ten t  i n to  eve r yday  concept s .

I den t i f y ing  d i s to r t i ons  i n  the  media  and

s t r a teg ie s  to  e f f ec t i ve l y  r e spond  to  these

d i s to r t i ons ,  wi th  par t i cu l a r  emphas i s  on

c l imate  change .

St ra teg ie s  to  promote  power fu l  soc i a l

med ia  engagement  i n  the  geosc i ences ,

wi th  case  s tud ie s  and  prac t i ca l  s t r a teg ie s .

St ra teg ie s  f o r  geopa rk s  and  geotou r i sm

pro jec t s  to  he lp  improve  aud ience

demograph ic s  and  engagement .

The re  i s  a l so  bonus  mate r i a l ,  qu i zzes ,

as s ignment s  and  a  ce r t i f i ca te .   Those

unde r tak ing  the  cou r se  wi l l  en joy  the  i n s i gh t s

o f  wor ld - r enowned  BBC  presen te r  Pro fe s so r

I a in  Stewar t  (BBC  Sc ience  Geo log i s t  and

Pro fe s so r  o f  Geocommun ica t i ons ) ,  among

othe r  spec i a l  gues t s .

Lead ing  up  to  the  Janua r y  2022  l aunch ,  more

deta i l s  wi l l  be  prov ided  v i a  ema i l  on  how

member s  ga in  acces s  to  cou r se .Stay  tuned !  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__training.geologize.org_courses_geocomms&d=DwMFAw&c=JnLCALisrKxQZnQdpANaBZUceEgEGD7wjEyj__0JcDA&r=TypcjJseHKiHtry6q5XP3pbzrf8_OUv_LZMSViSgF18&m=HtuTPgnNlccHvshZrA-Ptm32L1TUN8jtwf6CqGI9E4BLblv2C4E1Vm2n-kPQWrI0&s=Jpjq60HlHl0zKI3pIfOYbVFG9F4XVE20M5kbGTR60vg&e=


1 . T e l l  u s  a b o u t  y o u r s e l f .  W h e r e  a r e  y o u  f r o m ?
W h e r e  d i d  y o u  g o  t o  u n i v e r s i t y ?  W h a t  w a s
y o u r  f i r s t  j o b  ( o r  f i r s t  f e w  j o b s )  a f t e r
U n i v e r s i t y ?

I  am  Je f f  Pa rk s .  P .Geo . ,  FGC .   I  was  born  i n

Lunenburg  and  grew  up  i n  L i ve rpoo l ,  NS  f r om

about  the  age  o f  2 .   By  the  t ime  I  was  1 1  we  had

moved  about  4  t imes  unt i l  we  l anded  i n  the

house  tha t  my  f a the r  s t i l l  l i v e s  i n .   A  l o t  o f  my

in te re s t s  i n  my  you th  s temmed  a round  mus ic

and  thea t re ,  scou t ing ,  and  baske tba l l .   I

a t t ended  Acad ia  Un i ve r s i t y ,  Wol f v i l l e ,  Nova

Sco t i a  i n  1 98 1  and  subsequent l y  d id  a  pos t  grad

d ip loma  i n  Geograph ic  I n fo rmat ion  Sys tems  a t

NSCC  (Co l l ege  o f  Geograph ic  Sc iences  i n

Lawrence town )  i n  1 99 1 .   Af te r  Acad ia ,  i n  the

summer  o f  1 987 ,  I  worked  f o r  Dr .  Pete r  Roge r s ,

P .Geo .  a t  NS  Dept  o f  Mines  &  Ene rgy  compi l i ng

geochemica l  data  f r om  as se s sment  r epo r t s  on

Cape  Bre ton  I s l and .  Then  I  went  on  to

Seab r igh t ’ s  Green f i e ld  camp  i n  the  f a l l  to  bag

d i r t !   The  f o l l ow ing  yea r  I  worked  f o r  Noranda

Exp lo ra t i on  runn ing  prog rams  i n  nor the rn  New

Brunsw ick  and  a round  Cape  Bre ton .   As  i t  was

then ,  many  geo log i s t s  had  the  win te r  o f f

because  the  f i e ld  seasons  ended  so  to  s t ay

ac t i ve  I  worked  f o r  a  l oca l  l and  su r veyo r  i n  the

w in te r  and  r e f i ned  some  mapp ing  sk i l l s !   On

re tu rn ing  f r om  Noranda  I  ended  up  work ing  f o r

the  su r veyo r  f o r  a  yea r  and  a  ha l f .   A  change  i n

hea l th  l ed  to  a  dec i s i on  tha t  f i e ld  work  may  not

be  where  i t  i s  a t  f o r  me  so ,  t ak ing  my  newly

l ea rned  mapp ing  sk i l l s ,  I  dec ided  tha t  GIS  was

a  good  complement  to  geo logy  wi th  a  hope  o f

work ing  f o r  min ing /exp lo ra t i on  compan ie s  i n

the  o f f i ce  …  hopes  and  dreams  change  …  but  I ’m

not  done  ye t  (contac t  me ) .

J e f f  P a r k s ,  P . G e o . ,  F G C .
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2 . W h y  d i d  y o u  c h o o s e  G e o l o g y ?

Geo logy  was  not  my  f i r s t  cho ice .   Nor  was  i t  the

f i r s t  cho ice  o f  many  f i r s t -yea r  s tudent s  tha t  I

ended  up  s tudy ing  wi th .   Math  and  compute r

sc i ence  (what  was  I  th ink ing ? )   I t  sounded  l i ke

fun  but  what  were  the  prospec t s  espec i a l l y  i n

Math  …  r emember  th i s  was  1 98 1  and  WSYWIG

wasn ’ t  a  compute r  t e rm  unt i l  1 982  ( so r r y  Lo t f i

Zadeh  –  who  was  the  Goog le  Dood le  the  day  I

w ro te  th i s ) .   So ,  a f te r  l ook ing  a t  othe r  sc i ence

p rog rams  I  se t t l ed  on  geo logy  because  i t

comb ined  my  l o ve  o f  the  outdoo r s  and  want ing

to  l ea rn  more  about  how  the  natu ra l  wor ld  …

you  know ,  the  pa r t  unde r  a l l  tha t  green  s tu f f  …

worked ;  bes ides  I  wasn ’ t  i n te re s ted  i n  b io logy

and  chemi s t r y  and  phys i c s  by  themse l ve s  d idn ’ t

l ook  a l l  tha t  appea l ing ;  and  geo logy  l ooked  l i ke

i t  had  the  bes t  ca ree r  opt ions !  Then  we  a l l

know  what  happened  i n  the  l a t e  1 980s  …  the

bot tom  f e l l  out  o f  the  exp lo ra t i on  bus ines s  j u s t

when  I  was  ente r ing  the  j ob  marke t .

3 . D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  g e o s c i e n t i s t s  i n  y o u r
f a m i l y  o r  a t  w o r k  o r  i n  U n i v e r s i t y  t h a t
i n f l u e n c e d  y o u ?   O t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ?

The re  a re  no  geo log i s t s  i n  my  f ami l y ,  tha t  I

know  o f .   I ’m  not  su re  i n f l uence  i s  the  r i gh t

word  but  the re  a re  ce r ta in l y  many  f r om  both

my  work  and  un i ve r s i t y  l i v e s  tha t  have  shown

me  a  path ,  tha t  I  r e spec t ,  admi re  and  l ook  up

to .



4 . W h a t  i s  y o u r  c u r r e n t  j o b ?  W h a t  d o  y o u  l i k e
m o s t  a b o u t  y o u r  j o b ?

I  am  cu r ren t l y  a  Sen io r  Env i ronmenta l

Geosc i en t i s t  and  Pro jec t  Mange r  wi th  GHD

L imi ted  i n ,  Bed fo rd ,  NS .   My  c l i en t s  a re  most l y

min ing  /  exp lo ra t i on  compan ie s  and  p i t  /

qua r r y  ope ra to r s  f o r  whom  our  t eam  prov ides

env i ronmenta l  se r v i ce s .  I  concent ra te  on

rec l amat ion  and  cont ingency  p lann ing ,

i ndus t r i a l  approva l ,  env i ronmenta l  as se s sment ,

compl i ance  and  moni to r ing ,  main l y  i n  Nova

Sco t i a ;  and  a  who le  l o t  o f  GIS  mapp ing  f o r

these  and  many  othe r  c l i en t s  a round  At l an t i c

Canada .   I  l o ve  dea l ing  wi th  c l i en t s  and

bu i ld ing  the  r e l a t i onsh ips  as  we  do  the  work

tha t  i s  r equ i r ed  f o r  them .

5 . W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  i s  y o u r  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  a s  a  g e o s c i e n t i s t ?

As  a  geosc i en t i s t ,  I  th ink  I  have  had  an  okay

ca ree r  …  ce r ta in l y  not  what  I  imag ined  i n  the

1980s  (hopes  &  dreams  see  above ) ;  howeve r ,  I

th ink  my  b igges t  accompl i shment  i s  be ing  pa r t

o f  a  sma l l  group  o f  peop le  i n  Nova  Sco t i a  and ,

o f  l a t e ,  ac ro s s  Canada  tha t  a re  advanc ing

geosc i ence  as  a  pro fe s s i on .   Fo r  the  l a s t  1 2

yea r s  I  have  been  e i the r  a  Counc i l l o r  o f  APGNS

or  a  Di rec to r  o f  Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada  and  I

have  se r ved  as  Pres iden t  o f  both  o rgan i za t i ons .   

Hope fu l l y ,  as  a  co l l eague  o f  mine  o f ten  qu ips  “ …

when  I  l ook  back  a t  my  l i f e ,  I  hope  tha t  I  was  a

ne t  bene f i t ” .

6 .  D o  y o u  h a v e  a  f a v o r i t e  r o c k  s a m p l e ?  T e l l
u s  a b o u t  i t .

No  f a vou r i t e s  but  o f  cou r se  who  doesn ’ t  l i ke

any th ing  pre t t y  o r  co lou r fu l  o r  sh iny .  I  do  have

a  f ondnes s  f o r  se l en i t e  and  l a t e l y  have  f ound  a

coup le  o f  cho ice  spec imens .  The  p ic tu re  pos ted

he re  i s  o f  a  c lu s te r  o f  c r y s ta l s  I  f ound  i n

Wentwor th  Creek  i n  202 1 .  I  a l so  have  a  l a rge

shee t  o f  se l en i t e ,  about  1 .5  by  1  f ee t ,  tha t  i s

d i sp l a yed  i n  my  house ,  much  to  my  wi fe ’ s

chag r in !  Back  when  I  was  f i r s t  mar r i ed ,  we

sha red  a  house  wi th  a  coup le  o f  f r i ends .  Her

name  was  Cry s ta l .  
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When  we  were  pack ing  to  move  to  New

Brunsw ick ,  I  used  one  o f  the  boxes  she  had

s to red  away  to  pack  up  my  r ock  “co l l ec t i on ” .  Of

cou r se ,  i t  had  he r  name  on  the  out s ide  o f  the

box .   On  the  day  our  be long ings  a r r i ved  i n

F rede r i c ton ,  I  was  a t  work  and  my  wi fe  was  a t

home  d i rec t ing  the  move r s .   She  saw  one  o f  the

move r s  s t rugg l ing  to  br ing  i n  the  box  and  he

commented  tha t  i t  must  be  some  “ l ead ”  c r y s ta l

because  i t  was  awfu l l y  heavy .   Not  l e t t i ng  on ,

my  wi fe  sugges ted  he  se t  i t  down  r i gh t  the re  i n

the  ga rage  and  d id  not  t e l l  h im  the  d i f f e rence .

S ince  then ,  she  makes  me  move  the  r ocks  by

myse l f .

C O N T I N U E D

J e f f  P a r k s ,  P . G e o . ,  F G C .

7 .  W h a t  a r e  y o u r  i n t e r e s t s  o u t s i d e  o f  w o r k ?  
 W h a t  d o  y o u  d o  f o r  f u n ?

I n  no  pa r t i cu l a r  o rde r  moto rcyc l i ng  ( see  p ic ) ,

pos ta l  h i s to r y ,  ga rden ing ,  genea logy ,  mus ic ,

scou t ing  (camping  and  canoe ing ) ,

woodwork ing .   And  somet imes  what  eve r

ca tches  my  f ancy .   Tha t  shou ld  ho ld  th rough

re t i r ement  when  the  t ime  comes .

8 .  D o  y o u  h a v e  a  f a v o r i t e  b o o k  a n d / o r  T V
s h o w  a n d / o r  m o v i e ?

No  f a vou r i t e  books  a l though  maybe  f a vou r i t e

gen re s  o r  autho r s .   I  t end  to  r ead  a  l o t  o f  l oca l

h i s to r y ,  espec i a l l y  f r om  the  South  Sho re  and

Southwes te rn  Nova  Sco t i a ;  any th ing  by  Ken

Fo l l e t t ;  o r  h i s to r i ca l  f i c t i on  tha t  i s  based

loca l l y .   I  watch  way  too  much  TV  and  have

many  f a vou r i t e s .   And  mov ie s  …  l eave  i t  to  say

mus i ca l s  and  o ld  B&W  mov ie s  a re  my  f i r s t

cho i ce  …  TCM  i s  my  f r i end .

9 .  I f  y o u  c o u l d  t e l l  t h e  p u b l i c  o n e  t h i n g
a b o u t  g e o s c i e n t i s t s ,  w h a t  w o u l d  i t  b e ?

“T rus t  the  pro fe s s i ona l s ” .

Respec t fu l l y ,  

Je f f  Pa rk s ,  P .Geo . ,  FGC .

Pas t  Nova  Sco t i a  Di rec to r ,

Geosc i en t i s t s  Canada .



Underg radua te  4 th  yea r  s tudent  Amada  Smi th

won  the  F rank  Shea  Award  f o r  bes t  pape r  on

economic  geo logy  a t  the  7 1 s t  AUGC ,  he ld  a t  St .

Mary ' s  Un i ve r s i t y  f r om  November  4 -7 ,  202 1 .

Amanda  gave  a  pape r  on  the  "Pet ro logy  and

tec ton i c  se t t ing  o f  the  Pa rk  Spur  p lu ton ,  Aspy

te r r ane ,  Cape  Bre ton  High lands ,  Nova  Sco t i a " ,

a r i s i ng  f r om  he r  honour s  thes i s  work  unde r  the

supe r v i s i on  o f  Dr .  Sandra  Bar r .   

I n  he r  presen ta t i on  she  c lea r l y  exp re s sed  he r

de l i gh t  i n  spend ing  he r  summer  f i e ldwork

wad ing  i n  swampy  Cape  Bre ton  P la teau  a lde r -

choked  s t r eams !

I n  add i t i on ,  Rache l  C la rke  succes s fu l l y

de fended  o f  he r  MSc  thes i s  ent i t l ed  “Mercu r y

Photochemi s t r y  and  Spec ia t i on  i n  the

J i j k tu ’kwe jk  (Cornwa l l i s  R i ve r )  Es tua r y  o f  the

Minas  Bas in ,  Nova  Sco t i a  on  November  1 8 ,  202 1 ,

unde r  the  supe r v i s i on  o f  Drs .  Ne l son  O ’Dr i s co l l

and  Dr .  Sa rah  K laps te in .

The  annua l  and  i n tense l y  conte s ted  E&ES

(Ea r th  &  Env i ronmenta l  Sc ience  Depar tment )  v s

ESST  (Env i ronmenta l  &  Sus ta inab i l i t y  Stud ie s

Depa r tment )  Car son  Cup  socce r  match  took

p lace  unde r  warm  and  sunny  sk i e s  on  a  soggy

f i e ld  on  Sa tu rday ,  November  1 3 ,  202 1 .   The  f i na l

s co re  was  a  4 -a l l  t i e  tha t  l ed  to  a  ha rd -ea rned

shoot -out  and  v i c to r y  by  the  ESST  t eam .   We

aren ' t  su re  which  t eam  some  o f  the  p laye r s

we re  on ,  as  seve ra l  sw i t ched  s ides  dur ing  the

game ,  and  tha t  appea r s  to  have  had  a

subs tan t i ve  i n f l uence  on  the  r e su l t !

C l i f f  S t a n l e y ,  P . G e o . ,  F G C .
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U N I V E R S I T Y

C O R N E R

Respec t fu l l y ,  

C l i f f  Stan ley ,  P .Geo . ,  FGC .

Acad ia  Un i ve r s i t y

N e w s  f r o m

A c a d i a

Member s  o f  the  Acad ia  Un i ve r s i t y  F le tche r

Geo logy  C lub  v i s i t ed  The  Ovens ,  nea r

Lunenburg ,  on  the  f i r s t  weekend  o f  Octobe r .  

 Dur ing  the i r  v i s i t ,  they  h iked  the  Sea  Caves

T ra i l ,  hunted  down  the  Ovens  Ant i c l i ne ,  panned

fo r  go ld ,  and  took  a  s ide - t r i p  to  Fe l t zen  South

to  f i nd  the  f amous  'mushroom  f o ld ' ,  f l a t t ened

bur rows ,  g lac i a l  s t r i ae  and  1 9 th  centu r y  sh ip

ca r v ings  i n  the  outc rop .

La s t l y ,  wi th  the  upcoming  r e t i r ement  o f  Dr .  Rob

Raes ide ,  the  Ea r th  and  Env i ronmenta l  Sc ience

Depa r tment  i s  i n v i t i ng  app l i ca t i ons  f o r  a

tenu re - t r ack  pos i t i on  wi th  t each ing  c redent i a l s

i n  f i e ld  geo logy  and  some  o f :  metamorph ic

geo logy ,  t ec ton i c s  and  r eg iona l  geo logy ,

mine ra logy ,  i n t roduc to r y  geo logy  and

in t roduc to r y  a tmosphe r i c  sc i ence .   App l i ca t i ons

a re  due  Dec .  6 ,  202 1 ,  and  more  i n fo rmat ion  can

be  f ound  a t :  h t t p s : / / e e s . a c a d i a u . c a / n e w s -
r e a d e r / 2 0 6 0 6 p o s i t i o n . h t m l .

https://ees.acadiau.ca/news-reader/20606position.html


I n  Octobe r  202 1 ,  Mike  Power ,  P .Geo . ,  got  the

oppor tun i t y  to  presen t  a t  the  At l an t i c

Un i ve r s i t i e s  Geo logy  Con fe rence  (AUGC )  202 1 ) .

Th i s  yea r  i t  was  a  hybr id  event  he ld  both  on l ine

and  i n -per son  a t  the  Sa in t  Mary ’ s  Un i ve r s i t y

campus  i n  Ha l i f a x .   Mike  presen ted  the  APGNS

Student  Awarenes s  Ta l k .  The  presen ta t i on

de ta i l s  the  academic  and  work  expe r i ence

requ i r ement s  to  r eg i s t e r  as  a  Pro fe s s i ona l

Geosc i en t i s t  (P .Geo . )  i n  Nova  Sco t i a  The

pre sen ta t i on  deta i l s  the  approp r i a te

geosc i ence  educa t i on ,  work  expe r i ence ,  good

cha rac te r ,  and  l anguage  pro f i c i ency  r equ i r ed .

Mike  r ece i ved  a  number  o f  ve r y  good  ques t i ons

f rom  the  aud ience  both  ove r  Zoom  and  i n

pe r son ,  and  i t  i s  l i ke l y  tha t  APGNS  wi l l  get

app l i ca t i ons  f o r  new  s tudent s  member s .   The re

were  a  number  o f  exce l l en t  s tudent

p re sen ta t i ons  summar i z ing  the i r  r e sea rch

pro jec t s  a t  va r i ous  un i ve r s i t i e s  a round  the

p rov ince  and  i n  At l an t i c  Canada .

M i k e  P o w e r ,  P . G e o .
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C O N F E R E N C E

Respec t fu l l y ,  

Mike  Power ,  P .Geo .

The  day  f o l l ow ing  the  v i r tua l  presen ta t i on

ses s i on ,  the  o rgan i z ing  commi t tee  he ld  a  f i e ld

t r ip  to  the  Mi l l e r  Creek  and  Wentwor th  gypsum

quar r i e s  ope ra ted  by  Fundy  Gypsum  (now  USG ) .   

Mike  a l so  had  the  chance  to  a t tend  th i s  f i e ld

t r ip ,  a long  wi th  academic  and  gove rnment

rep re sen ta t i ve s .   At tendees  had  the

oppor tun i t y  to  obse r ve  spec tacu la r  gypsum  and

se len i t e  mine ra l i za t i on  t ex tu re s ,  as  wel l  as

l imes tone  wi th  t r ace  f o s s i l s .

On -go ing  r emed ia t i on  was  a l so  obse r ved ,  as

was  a  p ic tu re sque  f o rmer  r a i lway  tunne l  go ing

r igh t  th rough  a  gypsum  f ace .   Sample

co l l ec t i on  was  a l so  permi t ted !   Many  thanks  to

SMU  f o r  o rgan i z ing  the  t r i p  and  prov id ing

lunch ,  and  to  USG  f o r  show ing  us  a round  sa fe l y

on  a  beaut i fu l  b lue -b i rd  Sunday  (bes t  weathe r

to  v i ew  whi te  mine ra l s ) .

Congra tu l a t i ons  to  the  o rgan i ze r s  f o r  put t ing

on  a  grea t  and  sa fe  con fe rence  dur ing  the

pandemic  e ra !

C u t  f a c e  o f  g y p s u m  a n d  a n h y d r i t e  a n d  r e m e d i a t e d
s l o p e  i n  b a c k g r o u n d

F o r m e r  r a i l w a y  t u n n e l  a t  t h e  W e n t w o r t h  g y p s u m
q u a r r y



The  Geo log i ca l  Sur vey  Div i s i on  o f  the  Nova

Sco t i a  Depar tment  o f  Natu ra l  Resou rces  and

Renewab le s  has  r e l ea sed  the i r  annua l  Repor t  o f

Ac t i v i t i e s ,  summar i z ing  many  o f  the i r  key

p ro j ec t s  f r om  2020 -202 1 .  A  f ew  examples  a re

shown  be low  and  the  f u l l  Repor t  o f  Act i v i t i e s

a re  ava i l ab le  a t

h t t p s : / / n o v a s c o t i a . c a / n a t r / m e b / g e o s c i e n c e -
o n l i n e / r e p o r t - o f - a c t i v i t i e s - r e c e n t . a s p    

R e b e c c a  S c h o l t y s i k ,  P h D .  

G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y  D i v i s i o n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  a n d

R e n e w a b l e s
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G E O L O G I C A L  S U R V E Y  D I V I S I O N

Respec t fu l l y ,  

Rebecca  Scho l t y s i k ,  PhD .

The  Geo log i ca l  Sur vey  a l so  manages  the  Core

L ib ra r y  i n  Ste l l a r ton ,  which  houses  mate r i a l

f r om  more  than  7 ,500  dr i l l ho le s  i n  an  ex tens i ve

a rch i ve  o f  dr i l l  co re  and  othe r  sample  media

f rom  pas t  prog rams  (mine ra l  and  pet ro l eum ) .

The  L ib ra r y  a l so  prov ides  l ogg ing  and  sampl ing

fac i l i t i e s  to  the  pub l i c .  To  l ea rn  more  o r  to

book  an  appo in tment ,  p lease  v i s i t  our  webs i t e

h t t p s : / / n o v a s c o t i a . c a / n a t r / m e b / i n f o r m a t i o n -
s e r v i c e s / c o r e - l i b r a r y . a s p  o r  contac t  the  Core

L ib ra r y  Geo log i s t ,  A lex  MacKay  a t

A lex .Mackay@novasco t i a .ca  o r  902 -497 -3427

N e w  B e d r o c k  G e o l o g y  M a p  o f  M e g u m a  T e r r a n e ,
E a s t e r n  S h o r e  o f  N o v a  S c o t i a :  B u i l d i n g  a
S t r a t i g r a p h y

C o n t i n u o u s  i n d o o r  a i r  r a d o n  m e a s u r e m e n t s  f o r  a
o n e - y e a r  p e r i o d  i n  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  h o m e  i n  N o v a
S c o t i a

C o r e  l a b  i n  S t e l l a r t o n

N o v a  S c o t i a  D r i l l h o l e  D a t a b a s e :  N o v a  S c o t i a
D r i l l h o l e  D a t a b a s e  |  n o v a s c o t i a . c a

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__novascotia.ca_natr_meb_geoscience-2Donline_report-2Dof-2Dactivities-2Drecent.asp&d=DwMFaQ&c=JnLCALisrKxQZnQdpANaBZUceEgEGD7wjEyj__0JcDA&r=K4AsAAYaAtAxX-PqWmUp1-mqBn2WcaudeoCKnVNfxlI&m=dZpHOeXSxKxb8h7e-VEBrLUgU9TUMln-gwN1cX5_1-U6mZJQEAjyBYdRNkH-PSvh&s=ASxBwn7dGk921B2eGLj5AXNpoKfhjX_cwDUFSbk4OoA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__novascotia.ca_natr_meb_information-2Dservices_core-2Dlibrary.asp&d=DwMFaQ&c=JnLCALisrKxQZnQdpANaBZUceEgEGD7wjEyj__0JcDA&r=K4AsAAYaAtAxX-PqWmUp1-mqBn2WcaudeoCKnVNfxlI&m=dZpHOeXSxKxb8h7e-VEBrLUgU9TUMln-gwN1cX5_1-U6mZJQEAjyBYdRNkH-PSvh&s=qZhVwMPxSgAlBCT5VfMQmHtLCl5whsHlHoVJclshkE4&e=
mailto:Alex.Mackay@novascotia.ca
https://novascotia.ca/natr/meb/download/dp003.asp


The GeoGazette is always looking for more photos from it's members:

We want to feature your photos in our next issue. 

Rules:




1) The photos should be taken by members of the Association. 

2) The photos can be geology related (outdoors or indoors)

3) A brief description to the photo and photographer's name




Please submit all photos to fgallacher@dillon.ca

Photo

Mountain Peak in NS:
Piggy Mountain, Purcell's Cove

Backlands
(Submitted by Marcos Zentilli) 
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GEOSCIENTISTS NOVA SCOTIA
COUNCIL

President- Daniel Parker, P.Geo.
Past President- Kimberlea Green, P.Geo., FGC.

Vice president- Robert Cuthbert, P.Geo.



COUNCILORS

James (Jim) Reeves, P.Geo.
Rick Gagne, P.Geo., FGC.

Mike Power, P.Geo.
Scott Conrod., P.Geo.

Jim Mil lard., P.Geo.





Public Representative
George Goad, P.Eng., FEC.

APPOINTEES
Geoscientists Canada Director- Beverley Smith, P.Geo., FGC.
Executive Director & Registrar- David C. Carter, P.Geo., FGC.

Canadian Geoscience Standards Council  Representative- Cli f f  Stanley,
Ph.D, P.Geo., FGC.

National Professional Practise Exam committee- Robert Stewart, P.Geo.
Newsletter Editor- Fiona Gallacher, P.Geo.

Treasurer- Paul Batson, P.Geo., FGC.
Secretary- Belinda Culgin, P.Geo., FGC.
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GEOSCIENTISTS NS IS ON SOCIAL MEDIA
FOLLOW US ON LINKEDIN:

HTTPS://WWW.LINKEDIN.COM/COMPANY/GEOSCIENTISTS-NOVA-SOTIA/
FOLLOW ON TWITTER:
@GEOSCIENTISTSNS

(HTTPS://TWITTER.COM/GEOSCIENTISTSNS)





CONTACT US
P.O BOX 91

ENFIELD, NOVA SCOTIA
B2T 1C6



OFFICE: 902-420-9928

WWW.GEOSCIENTISTSNS.CA
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND REGISTRAR

DAVID C. CARTER, P.GEO., FGC.
EXEC.DIRECTOR@GEOSCIENTISTSNS.CA
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